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NuMBER LXIX. 
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HOLLAND. 


) 3908 HE Affairs at Home, atid the Difputes be- 

Nag tween the King and Parliament in France, 

being of greater Importance than any other 

Ne Occurences in Europe, wé thought it not 

JoR BEE improper to give them the chief Place in 
our two laft Regiffers, But there having been other 


remarkable Incidents very worthy the Reader’s Notice, 
and thofe two important Articles being difpatched, we 
are now able to find Room for incerting them. 

Among others, the follewing Treaty is not the leaft 
confiderable, by which the long Difpute between thé 
King of Pruffia and the Prince of Orange, about the 
Succeflion to King William’s Eftates as Prince of Orange, 
was at laft accommodated. This grand Affair wae 
brought to a Conclufion by Meff. Lincius and Duncan, 
Counfellors refpeStively to the King and the Prince, 
who revived the Plan which was drawn up above Six 
Years ago by Meff. Meynderfhagen and Vultejus, but did 
not then take Effe&t, by Reafon of the Minority of the 
Prince, and becaufe the King of Pruffia infifted, that 
their High-Mightineffes, as his Guardians, fhould gua- 
ranty the Execution of the Articles: By the Prince's 
being come of Age, that Difficulty has been removed, 
and the Agreement concluded between thofe two Prins 
ces 5 and on the 1ft of Augu/? the Commiflioners of the 
King of Pruffia and of the Prince of Orange, who fettled 
this Affair, delivered to their High-Mightineffes a Let- 
ter from his Prufian Majefty, and another from his 
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Highnefs, notifying the Accommodation to them in 
Form, and a Copy of the Treaty was at the fame Time 
deliver’d by each Party : Of this Treaty of Accommo- 
dation we fhall here infert a full Copy. 





In the Name of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, 
HE many fucceflive and repeated Negotiations for 
adjufting the Differences which happen’d after 
the Death of William III. King of Great Britain, of 
Glorious Memory, between his Majefty the King of 
Pruffia, and the moft Serene Houfe of Orange and NafJau, 
in Relation to the Principalities, Counties, Lands, E- 
ftates, and Domains, defcended from the late Princes 
of Orange, and laftly from the faid King of Great Bri- 
fain, made it too evident that they really wifhed to ac- 
commodate the fame in an amicable Manner, not to 
hope but that fooner or later the fame would be atten- 
ded with Succefs, and confequently that they would at 
Jaft be terminated to their mutual Satisfa@tion. 

The Majority of his Moft Serene Highnefs the Prince 
of Orange and Naffau, occafioned Overtures which ten- 
ded to renew the Conferences formerly holden for that 
Purpofe, and particularly the laft Negotiation begun at. 
Berlin in 1722: His Majefty the. King. of Prufia an- 
fwer’d favourably thereto, and the two contrating Par- 
ties having nothing fo much at Heart, as to regulate 
at length, upon jufl and reafunable Conditions, a Dif- 
pute which had lafted fo many Years, agreed to caufe 
Enquiry to be made what it ftuck at in 1722, and to 
make it, as it were, the Bafis of a new Negotiation. 

It is therefore, in order to attain fo falutary an End, 
and to ftrengthen with new Ties the Bands of Kindred 
and Friendfhip, by which they are. already united, that 
the Moft Serene and Moft Potent Prince and Lord Frede- 
rick-William, King of Pruffia, Margrave of Brandenburg, 
Arch-Chemberlain and Prince Eleétor of the Holy Ro- 
man Empire, Sovereign Prince of Orange, Neufchatel 
and Valengin, Gelderland, Magdeburg, Cleves, “Juliers, 
Berg, Stetin, Pomerania, the. Caffubia’s, the Vandals, and 
Mecklemburg 3 as alfo in Silefia, Duke of Groffen ; Bur- 

rave of Neuremberg; Prince of Halberftadt, Minden, 
Camin, Vandalia, Swerin, Racheburg and Meurs 3; Count 
of Hohenzollern, Ruppin, La Mark, Ravensberg, Hohen- 
Stein, Tecklemburg, Lingue, Swerin, Buuren and Leerdam ; 
Lord of Ravenftein, Roftock, Stargard, Lawenburg, Arlay, 
and Breda, &¢, And. the Moft Serene Prince and Lord 
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William-Gharlés-Henry-Frifo, by the Grace of God, Prince 
of Orange and Naffaw, Count of Catzenelledogen, Viandens 
Dietz, Spiegelberg, Buuren, Leerdam; Marquis of Ter- 
Veer and Flufhing ; Baron of Breda, Beylftein, of the 
Town of Grave, and County of Cuyk; of YiJelftein, Cra- 
nendonk and Eindhoven, and of Liesfelt; Lord of Breden- 
voort, Turnhout, Gertrudenberg, Willemftad, Elundert, §. 
Maartenfdyk, Seevenbergen, Steenbergen, Upper and Lower 
Swaluwe, Naaltwyk, Grimbergen, Herftal, Arloy, Noferoy, 
S.Vith, Burgenbag, Daasburg, and Warneton ; Indepen- 
dent Lord of the Ifte of Amelandt, Hereditary Burgrave 
of Antwerp and Befangon, Hereditary Marfhal of Hel- 
land, Stadtholder and Captain and Admiral General of 
Gelderland and the County of Zutphen, Hereditary Stadt- 
holder and Captain-General of Friefland, Stadtholder and 
Captain-General of Groningen and the Ommelands, and of 
the Country of Drenthe, &c. have nominated and autho- 
rized their Minifters, namely, his Majefty the King of 
Pruffia, his Minifters of State Lieutenant-General Adrian- 
Bernhard Von Borcke, Henry Von Podewils, and William- 
Henry Von Thulemeier 5 and his Mott Serene Highnefs the 
Prince of Orange and Naffau, his Minifters Diderick Ba- 
ron of Lynden, Lord of Parck, Brigadier and Colone! of 
a Regiment of Horfe, and Great Mafter of his Houfhold ; 
Hobbe, Baron of Aylua, Colonel of a Regiment of Foot, 
his Mafter of the Horfe, and Droffaert of the County of 
Buuren ; and John Duncan, his Counfellor in Ordinary, 
and Mafter of Requefts, and Counfellor and Comptroller 
of his Domains ; who having mutually conferred toge- 
ther, and exchanged their Full Powers, Copies whereof 
fhall be inferted at the End of this Treaty 5; and having 
refumed the Thread of the laft Negotiation at Berlin, 
and debated on what remained te be regulated, have 
agreed, in the Name of his Majefty and of the Moft Se- 
rene Prince, their refpeétive Mafters, on the following 
Articles and Conditions, viz. 








I. An equal Partition of the faid Principalities, Coun- 
ties, Domains, Lands, Houfes, and Effeéts, having been 
the Foundation of the preceding Negotiations, it was 
agreed ftill to have Recourfe thereto, as the beft Expe- 
dient for putting an End to all paft and future Contetts 5 
and all that remains to be adjutted, in order to regulate 
and perfe&t the Plan of Partition drawn in 1722, having 
been difcuffed, and carefully weighed, it was agreed, 
in order thereunto, in Manner as follows ; 
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II. The Lord the King of Pruffia thall have for his 
Share, the Principality of Orange, with the Lordthips 
and Places of the Succeflion of Ghalons and Chatel-Belin, 
fituate in France, and in the County of Burgundy, the 
whole in the Manner his Majefty yielded the Property 
_ to the Moft Chriftian King, by the Treaty of 

eace figned between him and France at Utrecht, the 
sith Day of April 1713 ; and the Lord Prince of Orange 
and Naffau declares that he acquiefces with that Ceffion, 
fo that he will not trouble or moleft the Moft Chriftian 
King in the peaceable Poffeffion of the Principality of 
Orange, and the ather Eftates above fpecify’d, 

"TIT. As his Majefty has engaged and promifed, on this 
Occafion, to fatisfy by an Equivalent the Pretenfion 
which the Heirs of the late Prince of Orange and Na/Jau 
made to the faid Principality and the other Eftates above- 
mention’d; the Moft Serene Prince declares for himfeif, 
and for his Heirs and Defcendants, Male and Female, 
that he does and will reft content, in that Refpeé&t, with 
the Equivalent which he thall receive for his Share, as 
hereafter mention’d ; fo that the Lord the King fhall 
not be obliged to make him any further Satisfaétion on 
that Account, in any other Manner, or for any Reafon 
whatever. — 

IV. The Lord the Prince fhall have the Liberty of 
giving the Name of Principality of Orange to any ether 
of his Domains as he fhall think proper, and to retain 
the Title and Arms thereof, as well for himfelf as for 
his Heirs and Defcendants, Male and Female, in the 
Manner ftipulated in Favour of the faid Lord the King, 
by the Treaty afore mention’d ; and his Majefty promi- 
fes and engages to ufe his good Offices, that the Moft 
Chriftian King may give bis Confent thereto, in order 
' to remove and take away every Thing which may occa- 
fion new Difputes. Provided however, that this thal! 
not be of any Prejudice to his Majefty the King of 
Pruffia, with regard to the Titles and Arms of Orange, 
which fhall be always continu’d in the Royal Family, 
Princes and Princeffes of Pruffia. ; 
~ V. His Majefty the King ef Prufia thall have more 
for his Share, and keep as fole and whole Propriet r, as 
well: for himfelf, as for his Heirs and Succeffors, the 
Principality of Meurs, the County of Lingen, the Am- 
many of Montfort, the Lordthip of Upper and Lower 
Swaluwe, the Lordthips of Naaltwyk, Hoenderland, Wa- 
teringen, OvangesPalder, and ’sGravefande ; the Tolls of 
; Gennep, 
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Gennep, the Barony of Herftal entire, the Lordfhip of 
Turnhout, the Houfe at the Hague call’d the Old Court, 
and the Houfe at Honflaardyk ; and the Lord the King 
fhall enjoy the faid Eftates, Domains, Lands, and Hou- 
fes, with all their Appurtenances and Dependencies, 
Rights, Revenues, Juftices, Jurifdittions High and Low, 
Regal Rights, Prerogatives, and Pre-eminencies there- 
unto annexed, Tenths, Mills, and Dependencies which 
belong to the faid Lordthips and Effates, fituate and rai- 
fed in their Diftri@s, which the Princes of Orange en- 
joy’d, without Exception or Diftin&ion by which of 
the faid Princes they might be acquired ; and with Re- 
gard to the Houfes, with the Furniture belonging to, 
and now aftually inthem; andthe Lord the Prince 
does and fhall renounce, as well for himfelf, as for his 
Heirs and Defcendants, Male and Female, in Favour of 
his Majefty, and his Heirs and Defcendants, Male and 
Female,, all the above mention’d Rights of Property, 
and others, to the faid Eftates, Domains, Lands, and 
Houfes ; fo that neither he, nor his Heirs and Succef- 
fors, fhall ever form any Pretenfions thereto, under any 
Title or Pretence whatfoever. 

His Moft Serene Highnefs will likewife take Care, 
that as foon as the prefent Treaty is ratify’d, the Toll. 
which has been hitherto gathered in the Town of Grave, 
under the Name of the Toll of Gennep, thall entirely 
ceafe. 

VI. The Lord the Prince fhall make no Pretenfion 
with Regard to the Ammany of Montfort, by Virtue of 
the Sentence of the Court of Ruremonde, of the 234 of 
re 1704 3 nor yet.with Regard to the Principality of 

eurs, the County of Lingen, and other Domains, Lands 
and Effetts above mention’d, which the Lord the King 
now a€tually does, or fhall hereafter enjoy by Virtue of 
the prefent Treaty, under Pretence of having been im- 
proved or augmented, or upon Account of Provifions, 
Arrears, and Remainders of Accounts, which were due 
to the late King William and his Heirs, when his Ma- 
jefty took Poffeflion of them ; but all thofe Improve- 
ments, Augmentations, Provifions, Arrears, and Re- 
mainders of Accounts fhall likewife be to the Ufe of the 
Lord the King. 

VI¥. The Lord the Prince of Orange and Naffau fhall 
have, for his Part, and fhall keep as fole and whole 
Proprietor, as well for himfelf, as for his Heirs and 
Succeffors, all the other Domains, Lands, — and 
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Goods belonging to the Succeffion of Orange, as well 
thofe which are already deliver’d up to him, as thofe 
which are ftill under the Adminiftration of their “High- 
Mightineffes the States-General of the United Provin- 
ces, or in the Hands of Foreigners, without any Ex- 
ception ; as alfo the Houfes which his Majefty the 
King of Prufia a€tually enjoys, and which he fhall 
yield to him by Virtue hereof 5; and alfo all the Eftates, 
Domains, Lands, and Honfes belonging: to the Succef- 
fion of Orange, which are not comprized in his Maje- 
fty’s Part. 

As firft, the Domains, Lands, Houfes and Goods 
which are already deliver’d tip to his Moft Serene High- 
nefs, and which he is a€tually poffeffed of; namely, 
the Ammany of Bredenvoort, the Tenths of Buuren, the 
Lordthip of Seevenbergen, the Hondenhuys at the Hague, 
the Tenths under Delft and Monfter, the Houfe call’d 
the Kruytberg, Eolinplaat, and the other Eftates in Noord- 
Beveland ; the Barony of Yifelftein, the Eftates in the 
Hulfter Ambacht, the Palace at Bruffels, the Barony of 
Dieft, the Lordthip of Zichem and Scherpenheuvel, the 
Lordthips of Rooxendaal, Nifpen, Oofterhout, and Dongen ; 
the Lordthip of Steenbergen, the Lordthip of Princeland, 
the Barony of Kranendonk, and the Lordfhip of Eind- 
hoven. 

And fecondly, the Domains, Lands, Houfes and Goods, 
which are ftill a&tually under the Adminiftration of 
their High-Mightineffes the States-General of the Uni- 
ted Provinces, or in the Hands of Foreigners, without 
any Exception ; namely, the Houfe of Dieren, with its 
Appurtenances and Dependencies; the Houfe of Loo, 
with its Appurtenances and Dependencies ; the Lord- 
fhip of Klundert or Niervaart ; the Lordfhip of Ger- 
trudenburg, with its Appurtenances and Dependencies ; 
the Marquifate of Ter-Veer and Fiufhing ; the Lordthip 
of S. Maartenfdyk and Sherpeniffe ; the Houfe of Soeftdyk, 
with its Appurtenances and Dependencies ; the County 
of Buuren, the County of Leerdam and Acquoy, the Lord- 
thips of Grimbergen, Meerhout, and Voorft, the Burgra- 
viate of Antwerp, the Barony of Breda, the Eftates of 
the Commandery of Braque, the Barony cf Grave and 
of the Country of Cuyk, the Lordthip of Willemftad and 
Ruygenhill, the Eftates of Weernhout, Vyanden, S. Viti, 
and Eutgenbach, Daasburgh, and Warneton, 

The Lord the Prince, having, by the Fifth Article 
above, yielded to his Majefty the King of Pruffa, the 
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Barony of Herféall all entire, one half of which his 
Moft Serene Highnefs had hithérto enjoy’d ; he thall 
have in Exchange for his Part, and fhall likewife keep 
as fole and whole Proprietor, as well for himfelf as for 
his Heirs and Succeffors, the Lordthips of Monfter, Ter- 
Heiden, the Moiety of Loofduynen, the Fiefs of Polaanen 
and the Farm adjoining, the Houfe of Nicwdurg near 
Ryfwick, confifting of 15 Acres 589 Rods, formerly 
rented by Peter Colin. 

And his Majefty the King of Pruffia moreover does 
and fhall yield to the Lord the Prince, as a particular 
Mark of his Friendfhip, the Houfe of Nieuburgh fituate 
near Ry/wick, and the Houfe in the Wood call’d the 
Orange-Saal ; and his Moft Serene Highnefs fhali like- 
wife be difcharged from the yearly Rent of 1000 Florins, 
which was to be paid for the Maintenance of this laft 
Houfe, out of the Revenues of Seevenbergen: Provided 
however, that the Moft Serene Prince fhall be obliged 
to make Satisfaétion to the General Baron de Keppel for 
the Improvements which he fhall prove he has made in 
the faid Houfe in the Wood, and its Appurtenances and 
Dependencies ; and the faid Lord the Prince fhall like- 
wife enjoy the faid Eftates, Domains, Lands, and Hou- 
fes, with all their Appurtenances and Dependencies, 
Rights, Revenues, Juftices, Jurifdiftions high and low, 
Regal Rights, Prerogatives and Pre-eminencies there- 
unto annexed, Tenths, Mills and Dependencies, which 
belong to the faid Lordfhips and Eftates, fituate and 
raifed in their Diftriéts, which the Princes of Orange 
enjoy’d, without Exception or Diftinétion, by which 
of the faid Princes they might be acquired ; and with 
Regard to the Houfes, with the Furniture belonging to 
and now a&tually in them ; and the Lord the King does 
and fhall renounce, as well for himfelf, as for his Heirs 
and Defcendants, Male and Female, in Favour of the 
Lord the Prince, and his Heirs and Defcendants, Male 
and Female, all the above mention’d Rights of Proper- 
ty, and others, to the faid Eftates, Domains, Lands and 
Houfes ; fo that neither he, nor his Heirs and Succef- 
fors, fhall ever form any Pretenfions thereto, under any 
Title or Pretence whatfoever. 

VIII. The two high Contra&ors, and their Heirs 
and Defcendants, Male and Female, fhall keep all the 
Titles and Arms which they have hitherto made Ufe of, 
each on his Side, with Regard to the Principalities, 
Counties, Domains, Lands, Houfes and Goods belonging 

to 














8 The Hiftorical Regifter N° LXIX 


to the Succeffion of Orange ; but this without Prejudice 
either to his Majefty the King of Pruffia, or to the Mott 
Serene Prince, or to their refpe&tive Heirs and Defcen- 
dants, Male and Female ; and without Derogation from 
the perpetual Validity of the mutual Ceffions made by 
this prefent Treaty. 

And as his Majefty the King of Prufia has declared, 
as well during the former Negotiations, as in the Courfe 
of this, that he would be glad if the Lord the Prince 
would not hereafter aflume the Titles of Meurs and 
Lingen ; his Moft Serene Highnefs, eager to embrace 
every Opportunity of doing his Majefty a Pleafure, 
has condefcended to renounce the fame ; and he does 
renounce them by the prefent Treaty, including the 
Arms, as well for himfelf, as for his Heirs and Def- 
cendants, Male and Female; in like Manner as the 
Lord the King, out of the fame Complaifance, has 
condefcended to renounce, as his Majefty does by this 
Article renounce, as well for himfelf as for his Defcen- 
dants, Male and Female, the Titles and Arms of the 
Marquifate of Ter-Veer and Flufhing : And thus the two 
high ContraStors are not for the future to make Ufe of 
the Titles and Arms above mention’d, on either Side 
re{peftively. 

IX. And with Regard to the Supply which the Lord 
the King, as well as the Lord the Prince, thould have 
received yearly; purfuant to the Refolution of their 
High-Mightineffes of the tith of “fuly 1711, whereof 
the Council of Domains have paid them but about one 
Year only, becaufe the other unavoidable Expences for 
the preffing Occafions of the Succeflion, which, by Virtue 
of the faid Refolution, were to be preferr’d to the faid 
Supply, did not afford them Means and the neceflary 
Sums to continue the Payment; his Majefty thall, as 
he does, hereby renounce all Rights and Pretenfions 
which he might form upon that Score, and confequent- 
ly the Arrears he might demand thereof, which fhall 
be apply’d to the Benefit of the Succeffion in general. 

X. As there are others, who, as Heirs, or calling 
themfelves fuch, form Pretenfions to part of the Eftates, 
Domains, and Lands of the Succeffion of Orange, which 
are included in the prefent Partition ; the two high 
Contra&tors promife each other a reciprocal Guaranty 
againft thofe Pretenders, and mutually to aflift each 
other, Vialence only, and Force of Arms, being ex- 
cepted, with all kind of Endeavours, A€tions, and 
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ether fubftantial and effeCtual Means, which their Rights 
can furnifh them, jointly or feparately, according as it 
fhall be found moft conducive to the common Intereft ; 
and to keep and maintain themfelves and each other in 
the Poffeflion and peaceable Enjoyment of every Thing 
that is yielded to one and the other Party by this Ac- 
commodation ; and this Guaranty fhall particularly re- 
gard the Pretenfion which the Prince of Na/Jxu-Siegen 
forms to fome of the faid Eftates, Domains and Lands ; 
and. the Lord the King of Prufia engages, if Occafion 
requires, and it is demanded by the Lord the Prince, 
to bring his A€&tion immediately, by Way of Interven- 
tion or otherwife, againft the faid Prince of Na/Jau 
Siegen; which his. Majefty will profecute with the ut- 
moft Vigour and Difpatch that is poflible ; and his Ma- 
jefty obliges himfelf to ufe all other imaginable Means, 
as well judiciary as extrajudiciary, to induce the faid 
Prince to defift from fo unjuft and ill-grounded a Pre- 
tenfion. 

XI. The Lord the Prince will take upon himfelf, and 
takes‘upon himfelf all the Debts which are ftanding out 
in general, from the Succeffion of the fuid Lords the 
Princes of the Houfe of Orange, including the Debts 
which to. the Day of the figning ef the prefent Treaty 
are due from Weftland, and the Penfion fettled by way 
of Feoffment of Truft by Prince Frederick Henry, upon 
M. Frederick de Zuleftein, and his Defcendants, as well 
for the Time paft as to come, except thofe which re- 
dound to the Profit of the Lord the King ; and his Mott 
Serene Highnefs fhall have the Benefit only of the 
Debts and other Pretenfions thereunto belonging, inclu- 
ding the Annuity fettled by the States of Holland and 
Zealand in the Year 1684, in Favour of Prince Frede- 
rick-Henry of Orange; as well for the Time paft as to 
come, without any Exception, unlefs of fuch as belong 
to his Majefty ; fo that the Pretenfions which the two 
high Contraftors might form one againft the other, {hall 
be more particularly compromifed here below ; and the 
two Annuities of 80,000 and 20,000 Florins, arifing 
from the Duties of Import and Export on the Maes, in 
Regard to which, it has been particularly agreed.as fol- 
lows: 

XII. For what concerns the two Annuities of 80,009 
amd 29,000 Florins, arifing from the Duties of Import 
and Export on the Maes, it is ftipulated and agreed, that 
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the Lord the King fhall have the Annuity of 85,000 
Florins, and the Prince that of 20,000 Florins for his 
Share. 

XIII. And as for the Arrears of thofe two Annui- 
ties, which are due to the Succeffion from the Year 1703, 
to the Day of the Ratification of the prefent Treaty’; 
it is agreed, that they thall be equally divided between 
the two contra&ting Parties, and that each of them fhall 
enjoy one Moiety ; ‘provided however, that his Maje- 
fty the King of Prufia fhall not be obliged to contri- 
bute te the Payment of his Arrears, tho’ he has had a 
Share of the Duties of Import and Export on the Maes, 
fince the Year 1713. 

XIV. As among the Debts owing to the Succeffion, 
there are two Pretenfions charged on the King of Spain, 
affigned by his Majetty upon the Revenues of the Indies, 
by the Treaty of the 26th of December 1687.3 one of 
them an Annuity of 50,000 Florins aYear; and the other 
a Principal Sum of 120,000 Crowns; the Lord the King 
‘engages to affift the Lord the Prince by al] Sorts of good 
Offices in the Recovery and Payment of thofe Claims, 
and his Majefty will endeavour to obtain the Payment 
thereof, as well for the Time paft as to come. 

XV, In Relation to the Debts owing to, or charged 
upon every Domain, or Land Eftate in particular, it is 
flipulated and agreed, that except thofe belonging to the 
Weftland, which are difpofed of as aforefaid, all the others 
fhall remain to the Profit or Charge of fuch of the Con- 
trating Powers as fhal] have the Property thereof ; and 
not only the Produce and Revenues which they have 're- 
ceived from the Lands and Eftates which they have a€tu- 
ally in Poffeffion, but alfo all the Revenues, Fruits and 
Arrears of Accounts which are not yet paid, of the Lord- 
fhips and Eftates which they receive by the prefent Par- 
tition, fhall redound to the Advantage of fuch of the 
high Contraétors, as fhall have them for his Part. 

XVI. With regard to the Jewels and Plate belonging 
to the Succeffion of Naffau Orange, it is agreed, that each 
Party fhall abide by the Partition which was made there- 
of in the Year 1702. 

XVII. And in order to prevent all new Occafion of 
Difference and Difpute between the two contrafting 
Parties, and fully to obtain the falutary End propofed 
by this Accommodation, they will and do renounce re- 
ciprocally, for themfclves, and their Heirs and Def: 

cendants, 
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cendants, Male and Female, all Sorts of Actions and 
Pretenfions whatfoever, which on this Occafion they 
have commenced, or may commence againft each other, 
upon any Caufe or Pretence whatfoever ; and al! fuch 
AGtions and Pretenfions fhall be entirely compromifed 
and annulled ; as alfo the Proceffes, Proceedings, and 
Profecutions begun .on either Part on that Account, 
fhall ceafe, and be extiné, as fvon as the prefent Treaty 
fhali be ratify’d. mets 

‘XVII, The two contraéting Parties fhall reciprocal- 
ly deliver and: furrender up to each other, the Origi- 
nals of all the Titles, Charters, Documents, Regiflers, 
Accounts, and in gene¥al all the Records and Papers 
relating to ‘the Eftates, Domains, Lands, and Houfes, 
which belong, to each by this Partition, and of which 
they, mutually yield up the Property and Poffeflion by 
the prefent Treaty ; and each of them thal! difpofe 
thereof.as.he thinks the moft fuitable to his Interefts 5 
and |this..not only with Refpe& to the Records and 
Papers. they a@ually have in theit Cuftody, but alfo 
thofe which by Virtue of the Adminiftration of the 
States-General of the United Provinces, are in the 
Keeping of the Council of the Domains of the late 
King William. hes © 

» MUXs As foon as this Treaty fhall be concluded and 
ratify’d, the two contra&ting Parties fhall jointly apply 
thenifelves.to the States-General of the United Provin- 





es; as! Executors of. the Wills of the late King of 


Great Britain, Wiliam IT. and of Frederick-Henry, Prinee 
of -Orange, . to.communicate to them this Accommoda- 


-tion, to; the. End that the Surrender of the Eftates, 
‘Lands, and Houfes, with the Records, and every Thing 


that depends thereon, which belong to each by this 
Partition, and are et under the Adminiftration of 
their High-Mightineffes, may enfue ; and the contraé- 


‘ing Parties fhall mutually and in concert do all they 


can that the faid Surrender may be made without any 
Delay, as foon as poflible. 

“XX. The prefent Treaty fhall be ratify’d and ap- 
proved. by the Lord the King and the Lord the Prince, 
and:the Letters of Ratification fhall be deliver’d within 
the Space of four Weeks, from the Day of figning there- 
of, or -fooner if it be poffible. 

In Witnefs whereof, we the Minifiers of his Majefty 
the King of. Prufia; and of his Moft Serene Highnefs 
yong is 4 Fe the 
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the Prince of Orange and Naffan, by Wirtue°of our 
refpective Full Powers, have’ put’ our Hands and Seals 
to this prefent Treaty. vad 








Sign’d, 
Done at Berlin, *” A.B. Borken, 
_ May 14, .1732- _, H. D. Podewils, 
G. H. de Thulemeir. 


ae Sign’d, 
-. Done at Dicren, D.V. Lynden tot‘de Park, 
June 16, 1732. ““ H.Van Aylua; 
* F. Duncan, : 


The Counfels of this Stateare fo perfe&tly ‘united to 
thofe of Great Britain, and both ate fo entirely ditedted 
to preferve, that univerfal Peace which (bythe Biefing 
of God) Europe enjoys at prefent, that wé*liate ‘no 
other political Informations from this Country’ to lay 
before our Readers. But a very extraordinary natural 
Event has happen’d here, which when the’ Report of 
it firft broke out, caufed very ftrange Difcourfes and 
Alarms, both in this Country and in other Parts; it 
being faid, that the Worm was ‘got into the Pilés there 5 
which, if it had been truc to the Degree ‘that Was re- 
prefented, would have endanger’d the very: Being of 
the State. But becatife all our Readers may not fo per- 
fe&tly underfland the Nature of this ftrange Mifchief, 
without fome additional Explanation, we fiiali' give a 
more particular Account of it. tu 

Now it is-well known to all Sailors, that in feveral 
Parts of the-World, more efpecially in’ the hotter Re- 
gions, Ships are grievoufly infefted with Worms of a 
very ftrange and dangerous Nature. Thefe little Crea- 
tures, by the Inflruments with which Nature has pro- 
vided them, joined with a ftrange A&tivity they are 
endued with, do in a wonderful Manner either find or 
make their Way into thofe Planks in the Ship’s Sides, 
which are under Water, though at a Time when they 
are fo extremely {mall, that it is fcarce pofible to find 
out the Place they entered at. When they are once 
- lodged, they increafe apace in Bulk and Numbers’; for 
being particularly difpofed for that Habitation above 
any other, they quickly fall to feeding on the Wood, 
and, as it fhould feem, by the Nourifhment they gain 
from thence, (whatever that be) they become of-a very 
confiderable Magnitude, af of two, three, four, or fix 

3 Inches 
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Inches long, and of a very confiderable Thicknefs. 
They breed alfo very faft, and in great Numbers; and 
thus their Forces daily growing, and the Work going 
on Day and Night among fuch bufy Labourers, they 
will in no long Time eat out the Heart of a flout Oaken 
Plank. Their Method of doing this is, not by eating 
ali about them as foon as they are entered, and fo 
making: the Hole bigger and bigger, as they devour 
more and more of the Wood; but each Worm, as foon 
as he is able to work, begins to make a Hole of the 
Bignefs of his Body; and when this is done, he goes on 
in a right Line, making this Hole longer and longer, 
like a Canal or Pipe; through the Bedy of the Timber, 
till he.is come to. the End of it: ‘Then he turns afide 
on either. Hand, and goes back again towards the Place 
he .fet out from, making another new Canal not far 
from,the other. In.the.mean Time, in his Paflage he is 
always breeding young ones, which as foon as they are 
abie to. fhift for themfelves,. do not follow their Parent 
in. a; Train, but take each their feveral ‘Roads througk 
the Plank or Beam, in different Lines. And thus the 
Timber. being eaten through long-wife and crofs-wife, 
and. in all manner of Direffions, by an Enemy daily 
increafing, becomes at laft like a Spunge or a Honeycomb, 
and -by confequence utterly unable to bear the Shocks 
of atempeftuous Sea. It is to be obferved farther, 
thatiall the Mifchief dene by thefe Worms is as fecret 





as it.is pernicious; for as they die as foon as they come 


to the oper Air, they never, in the various Paffages 
they make through the Timber, pafs through the Ou¢- 
fide, which by that Means looks as fair and found fo 
the Eye as if all were ever fo firm and folid within. 
And to prevent this Havock made by thefe Creatures, 
Ships that. go to the Places where they have Reafon to 
expeét them, are fheathed; that is, their Bottoms are 
covered, with a Layer of a Compofition made of Hair 
and Pitch, and other proper Ingredients; over which 
a falfe Bottom is fafined on to keep the fame clofe to 
the true Bottom. And thus the Worms are in good 
meafure prevented from hurting the Ship; for though 
they will enter the falfe Bottom, and harbour there ac- 
cording to their Cuftom ; yet they can’t hurt the true 
Bottom, becaufe the Compofition that covers it being 


ifagreeable to them, they don’t care to make their 


Way through it, 
It 
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“It was always thought that thefe Worms were pecu- 
liar to the hotter Climates, and that the Cold of our 
Northern Regions was fatal to them, till this laft Year 
feveral Rumours came from Holland that they were 
found among the Piles there. They could not have ap- 
peared in a worfe Place; for the Country being in'a 
great Meafure gained fram the Sea by Induftry and 
Art, they are obliged to keep the Water from recovers 
ing its own by ftrong Banks made to refift its Force’; 
which ate what they call the Dykes of Holland. And 
it is not more ftrange than true, ‘that a great Part of 
that Country lies feveral Foot below’ the Level of the 
Sea, which were it not kept oyt by the Dykes would 
in a fe ours lay all under Water fo a prodigious 
Extent. And yet fuch is the Force of the Dykes, that 
in Dependance on the Strength of them, Towns'and 
Villages lie thick in thofe' Parts; where nothing ‘could 
Taye them if the Banks fhould give way for Half an 
Hour. Now thefe Dykes being founded on Piles; itis 
eafy to fee that if the Worms fhould get into’ thofe 
Piles, and, eat thro” them in the Manner above de> 
fcribed, all the Country, whofe Security depends: of 
the Dykes, mutt be in the utmoft Danger that fs con+ 
eeivable 5 for they could never be fure that the'Sea 
‘would not break in upon them and fwallow them ‘up 
the next Moment, it being impoffible for ‘worm+caten 
Piles to fland long againft the Weight and Fury’ of the 
Waters; and what Hour they would give Way no one 
could tell. Befides this, another térrible Deftru@tion 
was alfo threatned to them from thefe fatal Animals’; 
for a great Part of their Buildings, and efpecially the 
whole City of Amfterdam, are built upon Piles driven 
in with vaft Labour through the boggy Surface of the 

rth toa great Depth, in order to reach at laft to a 
firm Houndnticn. Now if the Worms fhould get into 
thefe Piles alfo, the Foundations of thé wholé City 
gwould be in danger s and it would be impoflible to 
prevent the Mifchief, becaufe there could be no way 
of getting at it, or of remedying it if they could. 

What is here mentioned ‘will, we hope, ‘give fome 
Light to. our Readers as to the Nature of this Alarm, 
and the Ground there was for it: But how ‘far thofe 
Rumours were true, and whether there was any Occa- 
fion for fuch exceeding terrible Apprehenfions as thofe 
above-mentioned, we are not able from any authenti¢k 
Grounds to inform them, Thus much is certain, that 

thefe 
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thefe Vermin were got into fome of the Piles; and that 
a Faft was order’d by the States of Weft-Frieflahd, that 
this Judgment might be averted from the Country. 
But as the Difcourfe on this Subjest is lately grown 
cool, it is to be hoped that there was not fo much in it 
as was at firft imagin’d ; or elfe, that the Cold of the 
Winter, by killing thofe Infe&ts had removed all future 
Fears. However, as few of our Readers can have 
mifs’d hearing of this extraordinary Alarm in Conver- 
_ fation, we thought it neceffary to give this genera! Ac- 
count of it a Place in our Regifter; tho’ the Particulars, 
by the Jealoufy of that State, have not been expofed to 
publick View ; and as to doubtful Reports, the Infer- 
tion of them is not fuitable to our Defign. 


PES SEFSS4SEELSSESSLSSHES 4h 
SPAIN. 





Sines HE Court here has taken a very extraordi- 
Wey? nary Step, which ‘has occafion’d great Dif- 
on | T hes contents among the trading Nations, efpe- 
Paes cially the Dutch; they having lately fet up 


a 
3 
df 
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MAE an Eaft-India Company, which is a Thing 
altogether unknown to this Kingdom before, which had 
hitherto contented itfelf with the American Commerce. 
As this Affair is of ‘great Confequence to the Trade of 
Europe, and may, perhaps, make as great a Buille as the 
Oftend Company has done, we fhall therefore prefent 
our Readers with a Copy of the Charter granted to 
them. 


T° HAT forafmuch as it is conducive to his Maje- 
fty’s Service, to promote Trade between the Sub- 

jects of his refpe&ive Kingdoms and the Pdilippine 
Sflands ; his Majeity, at the Inflances which have been 
mide tohim by Don Emanuel Ariaga, as well in his 
own Name, as in the Name of Don Francifco de Arteaga, 
Don uan Martines de Aldinagoufa, and Don Yuan de Lee 
degni, Spanifh Merchants, Undertakers of the faid Com=- 
merce, and Inhabitants of Cadiz, as alfo in the Name 
of all the other Spanifh Merchants and Vaffals, who 
“hall be inclined to adventure their Fortunes therein, 
has approved, upon the following Articles and Condi- 
€ tions, 
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tions, the Memorial prefented to him upon that Subje& 
by the faid Don Emanuel Ariaga, 

I, The Spaniards alone fhall be admitted into this 
Commerce, and may continue it for ten Years, with 
two or four Ships from 500 to 800 Tons, and from 30 
to 50 Pieces of Cannon, more or lefs, according as the 
Circumftances or Occafion may require. Thefe Ships 
fhall fail from the Bay of Cadiz, and fhall be expedited 
in Form, and with a proper Regifter, by the Prefidents 
and Counfellors of the College of Commerce, in the 
fame Manner as is praftifed with Regard to the Ships 
which fail for the Ports of America under his Majetty’s 
Dominion. 

II. As thefe Merchants, at their own Expence and 
Hazard, open a Commerce which may be very ufeful 
and advantageous for thefe Kingdoms, they fhall pay 
no Duty or Cuftom, by the Ton or otherwife, call’d 
by the Name of Extrangeria and Media Annata, except- 
ing only 800 Pieces of Eight Keals de Plata, which 
they fhall pay for each Ship, or what Burden foever, 
which fhaH be at the King’s Difpofal, to be laid out 
in Works of Piety, or whatever elfe his Majefty thall 
think fit. 

III. The Captains and Lieutenants of every Ship 
fhall bear the Kjng’s Commiffions. The two chief Of- 
ficers fhall certainly be Spaniards, with Power to ferve 
either by Sea or Land. 

IV. If the Officers do not execute their Inftruétions, 
but violate the Laws and Ordinances of the Indies, they 
thall be feverely punifh’d for it, and the Direétors hall 
not be anfwerable for the ill Conduét of the faid Off. 
cers. 

V. The faid Ships fhall be provided with the needful 
Artillery, Arms, and Ammunition; and there fhall 
be put on board them, in Cafe of Need, 30 or 40 Ma- 
rines, to keep the Crews in awe, who, as wel].as the 
Officers, fhall confift of two Thirds Spaziards at the 
Jeaft. : 

VI. In Cafe the Undertakers fhould think fit, for 
their greater Security, to hire one of the King’s Ships, 
they fhall have one of what Burden they pleafe, provi- 
ded they agree with his Majeity’s Miniflers about the 
Freight and other Expences. 

VII. The Cargoes of the faid Ships thall confift of 
Wines, Brandy, Dyers Wood, Oils, Almonds, Figs, 
Olives, and other Fruits and Produce of the Kingdom 5 
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as alfo of Hats, fine Cloths, Serges, Camblets, Barra- 
gons, Perpets, and other Cloths and Stuffs, in which 
there is Spanifh Wooll, made by Foreigners, and fuch 
other Merchandizes as they fhall think moft faleable at 
the Places they are defign’d for: They thall pay no 
more for the Exportation of the faid Commodities, than 
the Duties @ipulated in the Ordinance of the sth of 
April 1720, concerning the Flota’s, Galleons, and Re- 
gifter Ships. They may likewife put on board each 
Ship 250 or 300,000 Pieces of Eigh®Min Silver, to be 
laid out in the Purchafe of fuch Merchandizes of the 
Eaft-Indies, as their Ships may bring into thefe King- 
doms, provided neverthelefs, that the Money be regi- 
flered: And in order to favour this new Commerce, 
they fhall pay but One per Cent. in Specie for the Ex- 
portation of that Money. » 

VIII. Every Ship that goes out, fhall have a Regifter 
of her Cargo, with the neceflary Difpatches for the 
King’s Minifters in the Manilles. 

IX, The Company fhall trade in all the Ports of the 
ies Iflands which they fhall judge proper, with 
their Ships or other fmaller Veflels, in the fame Man- 





ner as the Inhabitants of thofe Mlands might do, if they 
were not prohibited by the Recopilation, or Laws of the 


Indies 3 but thofe Laws fhall not take Effect with Regard 
to the Ships and Veffels of this new Company, to which 
his Majefty will grant the neceflary Inftruments and 
Permiffion for that Purpofe. They fhall pay no Duty 
of Cuftom, or other, for any Thing they fhall have 
bought on Account of the Company, and carry’d to 
the Manilles; to load their Ships. In Cafe the faid Ships 
fhould be obliged to put into the Ports of other Powers, 
either by Storm or any other Accident, or to get Provi- 
fions or Water, they may freely do it by Virtue of the 
Royal Prote@&tion which is granted them, and which 
will be refpeéted by all Nations and Princes, Gc. 

X. Precife Orders fhall be fent to the Governor and 
Captain General of the Philippine Iflands, to favour and 
defend in all and every Thing this Navigation and Com- 
merce, that the Undertakers may make it freely, with- 
‘out Hindrance, and without being liable to any Con- 
tributions 3.as alfo to furnifh them, or caufe them to 
be furnifhed, at a reafonable Price, with Wood, Cordage, 
Provifions and other Things they may fland in need of. 
The faid Governor fhall moreover be ordered to give 
Notice to thofe of the ognee in she faid anda, 
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that the Ships will arrive there every Year, that the 
Merchants may provide the Commodities which the 
Company’s Fa@tors will want, or which they thall be 
willing to put on board the Company’s Ships to be 
brought to Spain on their Account, and at their Hazard, 
purfuant to the faid Company’s Charter. 

XI. The Company’s Ships fhall fail from Cadiz in 
the Months of Oftober and November. - They fhall put 
in at Brazil for frefh Water, as alfo at the Cape of 
Good Hope and Madagafcar, and fhall pafs through the 
Streights of Sunda, Gc. The Prohibition againft navi- 
gating in the Streights of Magellan, to prevent the 
Frauds which might be committed in the Spani/h Ports 
of the South-Sea, fhall remain in its full Force. 

XII. If the Ships, .in their Voyage to the Philippine 
Iflands, fhould have Occafion, or fhould judge it con- 
venient to put into any Port, or te goon Shore in any 
Ifiand cf the Negroes in Ethiopia, to buy Negroes for 
Sale in the Philippine. Ijlands, or to bring them into 
Spain, they fhall be permitted to do it with all free- 
dom. 

XIII. The Merchandizes which the Company’s Ships 
fhall load at the Philippine Ifands, to be tranfported to 
Spain, fhall be regiflered by the King’s Officers at Ma- 
nilles ; and on their Return they fhall declare, ona fide, 
to the Prefident of Commerce, what other Goods they 
have loaded in their Paffage at other Ports. 

XIV. The lading of the Ships homeward bound, 
fhall confift of Copper, Raw and Thrown Silk, Bohee 
and Green Tea; China Ware, Damasks, Jewels, Cottons, 
Cloves, Nutmegs, Cinnamon, China Root, Rhubarb, 
Cocoa, Gums, Borax, Musk, Benjamin, and all Sorts of 
Drugs and medicinal Herbs, whereof there is great 
Confumption in Spain, and all over Europe. As for 
wrought Silks, it fhall not be permitted for the prefent 
to import any more than a certain Quantity in each . 
Veffel, and on Condition of their being exported out of 
Spain, after having paid the Duties which fhall be laid 
on thofe Merchandizes. 

XV. The Ships fhall pay on their Arrival in this 
Kingdom 8 per Cent. ad valorem for the Spices, as Cin- 
namon, Cloves, Pepper, &. and 5 per Cent. ad valorem 
for the other Merchandizes, according to a Lift which 
fhall be given them, and the Merchandizes fhall be 
taxed on the Foot of the Price they bear, on the Arri- 


val of the Ships, 
os 2 VI, Among 
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XVI Among thefe Duties thal! be included thofe of 
Importation and Exportation, which are paid at the 
Cuftom-houfe, and belong to his Majefty’s Revenues, of 
to the Communities of Towns, or private Perfons, aS 
alfo the Duty called Alcanata, and the Duties on the 
Confumption of thofe Sorts of Goods and Spices; which 
Duties, however, fhall be paid by thofe Merchandizes 
which Foreigners import and fell.-here ; and in order to 
prevent the Frauds which may happen on that Account, 
an Invoyce of the Cargo of every Ship fhali be brought 
into the Regiftry of the College of Commerce, upon 





_ unloading of the faid Cargoes at the Cuftom-houfe at 


Cadiz, where the Goods fhall be put into Ware-houfes. 

XVII.. The Company may chufe fuch Warehoufes as 
they fhall think proper to contain al! the Goods which 
fhall come from the Indies, and may alfo caufe them to 
be fold by Dire&tors, either publickly or privately, in 
Whole or in Part, without paying for the firft Sale any 
Alcavalas gx other Duties, all thofe Duties being inclu» 
ded in the 8 and 5 per Cent, ftipulated in the 15th Ar- 
ticle. 

XVIII. This new Company fhall alfo have Liberty 
to trade to the Weft-Indies, for which Purpofe they may 
fhip off on board the Flota, Galleons, and Regifter 
Ships, fuch Merchandizes, Spices, Gc. as they fhall 
think proper to be fold there, upon paying the King’s 
Duties,. and thofe of the Ports where Merchandizes 
fhal! be loaded, ; 

XIX. The Company may expert to Foreign Coun- 
tries, the Goods and Merchandizes which they cannot 
fell in this. Kingdom, nor fend to America, without 
paying any Duties but thofe included in the 8 and 5 
per Cent. afore mention’d, on account of the general 
Good which will accrue ta the Royal Revenues, and the 
Subjeéts in general. 

XX. Thofe who by purchafing at the Sales, fhall 
become Debtors to the Company, and fhall not pay the 
Day it becomes due, fhall be fued with the utmoft 
Rigour of the Law, without any Stay of Profecution. 

-XXI. The firft Direftor of this Company thal! be 
authorized to nominate, in cafe of his Abfence or Sick- 
nefs, another Perfon to direst the Affairs in his Stead 
for awhile, provided he gives Notice thereof to the 
Parties concern’d. 

XXIE, The Perfon principally concern’d in this 
Company, fhall be deemed the Proprietor, till he. has 

: Ga. formally 
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formally renounced it in Favour of another, and caufed 
him to be regifter’d in the Books of the Company. 

XXIM. The Direétors thall not be arrefted, neither 
fhall their Goods be liable to Diftrefe, for any Charge 
of Mal-Adminiftration, or for the Salaries of thofe em- 

loy’d by them, till the Judge’s definitive Sentence be 

rft obtain’d ; and in the Cafes above mention’d, as well 
as in what regards the Invoyces and Depofits, the 
Confulate of the Cargadors, or Supercargoes, fhall at 
as Judges. 

XXIV. The Direftors fhall be chofen from among 
the Merchants that trade to the Wéft-Indies, and are 
qualified for it: They fhall be obliged to live at Gadiz, 
and fhall not accept of any publick Employ. If any 
Direftor happens to fail, he fhall be obliged to refign 
the Dire&tion, immediately after his Failure is pub- 
lickly known. 

XXV. The Direétors fhall take an Oath before the 
Prefident of the College of Commerce, that they will 
a& in this Undertaking with all the Candour and Ho- 
nefty that can be required of them. 

' MXVF. The Direétors thalt form a Company, with- 
out limiting any Fund or Capital, that atl fuch Spa- 
hiards as are minded to be concern’d, may be admitted : 
Only the Spanifh Merchants fhall have Privilege of 
voting in their Affemblies: They fhall chufe the twelve 
Direétors at a General Meeting, either for a Year ora 
longer Term ; and thefe General Meetings fhall be held 
as often as they fhall be thought conducive to the Good 
.of the Company. 

XXVIII. The Books of the Company or thofe of the 
Direftors fhall not be taken out of the Houfe which is 
called by their Name, nor from the Book-keepers, : in 
order to be revis’d or examin’d ; but due Credit thall 
be given to the Certificates which the Conspany fhall 

ive, when required fo to do. 

XXVIII. During the Continuance of this Underta- 
king, no Perfon whatfoever fhall be permitted to navi- 
gate to the Philippine Ttands, or to return from thence 
to Cadiz, either by the Way that the Company defigns 
to take, or by the Streights of Magellan, or by Cape 
Horn; to the End that the Ineonveniencies which might 
refult therefrom, may be prevented. 

XXIX. The Prizes which the Company thall take 
from the Pyrates, or from the Enemies of the Crown, 
thall belong to them, only paying 10 per Cent. ad-va- 
bres. ae XXX, 
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XXX. The Company fhall have the Property of the 
Countries they fhall conquer from the Infidels; as alfo 
of the Countries deferted, which they fhall people, the 
whole according to the Laws of Spain, contained in the 
Recopilation (Body of Laws) of the Indies, Sc. They 
thall likewife have the Power of fending Clergymen and 
other Perfons thither, to inflru& the Indians. On the 
other Side, the Company fhall be obliged to maintain 
the Garrifons of the Forts they fhall build in the IMands 
deferted, or elfewhere, for their Defence. 

XXX. The Company fhall likewife be obliged to 
carry to the Philippine Iflands, the Ammunition and 
Troops the King may have Occafion for there, without 
demanding any thing for the Freight ; but there thal! 
not be: put on board any one Ship above 25 or 30 Tons, 
nor more than 20 or 30 Soldiers. 

XXXII. The Company fhall be permitted to fend 
out every Year, at what Time they thal! judge mot 
proper, the Ships they fhall have Occafion for, either to 
trade, or to ferve as Convoy, 

XXXII. The Ships which the Company fhal! pur- 
chafe, either in or out of the Kingdom, with al! their 
Rigging, Provifions, (c. fall enjoy the fme Franchi- 
fes and Privileges, as the Ships that trade to the Wejt- 
Indies. , . 

XXXIV. The Compiny’s Marines and Officers thall 
enjoy the fame Franchifes, as the Officers and Marines 
on board the King’s Fleet ; and they fhall be employ’d 
only in the Company’s Service 5 excepting, however, 
in Cafes of urgent Neceflity, with the Confent of the 
Direétors. 

XXXV. Fhe Officers and Marines fhall not, under 
any Pretence whatfoever, put on board or carty with 
them any Goods, Merchandizes, or Silver, to be em- 
ploy’d only on their own Account, upon Pain of for- 
feiting the fame. 

. XMXXVI, The Company may make Ordinances for 
the Good of their Trade, which fall be approved by 
the King. 

XXXVIE. The Company may build as many Ware- 
houfes as they thall have Occafion for, which thal! en- 
joy the fame Franchifes as the Royal Warchoufes of the 
€aracca’s. 

XXXVI. The Effetts belonging to the Company 
fhall not be feized under any Pretence whatfoever, that 
the Coufe of their Trade may not be interrupted. 
2 ' MUX. 
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XXXIX. If, after the Return of the firft Ships, the 
Company fhall be of Opinion, that this Trade cannot 
be ufeful or advantageous, either to the Publick or to 
Private Perfons, they fhall not be obliged to conti- 
nue it. ' 

XL. The King gives his Royal Word, that during 
the Term of this Charter, he will obferve all and every 
Article therein contain’d, and even defend them with 
his Arms in Cafe of Need, againft any Nation which 
may oppofe the fame. 

XLI. As this Commerce is to. be carry’d on, not to 
the Indies only, the Adminiftrators or Farmers of any 
of the Revenues, be they what they will, thall not con- 
cern themfelves with any Affair relating thereto ; and 
the faid Adminiftrators are hereby forbid to take any 
Cognizance of the Goods or Effe&ts which the Company. 
fhall bring from the Indies 5 fo that they fhall not de- 
mand any other Duty or Impoft, but what is fpecify’d 
in this Charter. 

XLII. This Grant fhall be regifter’d in the Council 
of Caftile, and in thofe of the Indies and Finances ; to 
the End that the neceffary Orders for its Execution may 
be fent to the refpeftive Offices and Places within their 
Jurifdiétion. 


A Lift of the Duties which are to be paid to the Royal Fi- 
nances at Cadiz, as well for the Loading which the Ships 
of tais Company fhall carry to the Philippine Ifands, 
as for the Loading which they fhall bring hither from thofe 
Eaft-India Countries, formed according ta the Royal Pro- 
jest of the 5th of April 1720, concerning the Equip- 
ment of the Flota’s, Galleons, and Regifter Ships for 
America, &c. 


For all Bale Goods, which fhall be thipp’d, having 
firft been lawfully regifter’d, fhall be paid after the 
Rate of 5 1 half Reals de Plata for each cubical Palm, 
or Span Squ:re, of the Bulk cf each Bale, Pack, Bag, 
Cheft, or Cask of Merchandizes, in the fame Manner 
as is expreffed in the Royal Projeé. 

For al] other promifcuous Goods, there thal] likewife 
be paid into the Royal Finances, the utmoft Duties 
fpecified in the faid Projeét, according to their Bulk or 
Weight. 

For the Pe/o’s de Plata coined in the Indies, which 
fhall be carry’d over, One per Cent. thall be paid as the 
Duty of Exportation. 





Duties 
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Duties, to be paid at Cadiz for the Gold and Merchandizes 
which fhall be brought from the Philippine L/lands. 


For Gold in Ingots, or wrought, the fame Duties 
fhall be paid, according to the Ordinances, as are paid 
in Spain, for the regifter’d Gold brought over by the 

-Flota’s and Galeons, purfuant to the Royal proje&t above 
mention’d. , 

For fine Spices, after the Rate of 8 Pefo’s ad valorem, 
in the following Proportion, viz. 

Cinnamon, 100 Pefo’s excudos per Quintal. 

Cloves, 100 Pefo’s of the fame Coin per Quintal, 

Pepper, 25 Pefo’s per Quintal. 

Nutmegs, 150 Pefo’s per Quintal. 

Cacao, according to the Lift thereof, fubfifting in this 
Kingdom. 

For all other Goods herein after mention’d, 5 Pefo’s 
fhall be paid ad valorem, in the following Proportion, 


vin. 

Brafs and Copper, eight Pefo’s per Quintal. 

Raw Silk in Proportion, at four Pefo’s excudos per |. 

Thrown Silk of all Colours, 4 1 half Pefo’s per 1. 

Brocades with Gold Flowers, 17 Pefo’s of eight Reals 
de Plata, old Coin, per Piece. 

Damasks black and colour’d, 13 Pefo’s per Piece. 

Flower’d Sattins, 15 Pefo’s per Piece. 

Plain ditto, 13 Pefo’s per Piece. 

Georgeanes, 13 Pefo’s per Piece. 

Pecquees, eight Pefo’s per Piece. 

Taffeta’s double and fingle, 8 1 half Pefo’s per Piece. 

Soofey’s, four Pefo’s per Piece. 

. Figur’d Linnen, 5 1 half Pefo’s per 1. 

Plain ditto, 4 1 half Pefo’s per 1. 

Silk Stockings, 2 Pefo’s per Pair. 

China Bafons, Cups and Sawcers, 3 Pefo’s per Dozen, 
and the other Pieces in Proportion to their greater or 
leffer Value. 

Bohea and Green Tea, one with another, 7 Reals de 
Plata provincial per I. 

Coffee, three Reals de Plata per 1. 

Callicoes, three Reals per Ell. 


We muft here take Notice, that at the End of the 5th 
Article of the Treaty of Peace made at Munfter in the 
Year 1648, between the King of Spain and the States- 

, General, 
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General, there is the following remarkable Claufe, viz. 

* Moreover it is flipulated and agreed, that the Spa- 

* niards fhall confine their Navigation in the Eof?-Indies 
in fuch a Manner as it is at prefent poffeffed by them, 
without having it in their Power to extend the fame 
any further; as alfo the Inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands fhall abftain from frequenting thofe Places which 
belong to the Caflilians in the Eaft-Indies. 

This is the Claufe which furnifhed the States-General 
with a Right to oppofe the Ea/t- India Company ere€ted 
by a Charter from the Emperor at Offend ; and may fut- 
nith them with a more undoubted Right to oppofe any 
Company ere&ted in Spain for carrying on or enlarging 
their Trade to the Eaft-Indies. As the Dutchare by the 
faid Claufe poffeffed of a Right to prevent the Spaniards . 
from extending their Trade in the Eaft Indies further 
than it was at that’ Time, they certainly have a Right 
to oppofe the ere&ting of any Company in Spain for tra- 
ding to the Eaft-Indies, becaufe at the Time of that 
Treaty, there was no fuch Company in Spain. But it 
is probable, that we may have Occafion to mention this 
Subje&t again, and therefore we fhall at prefent fay no 
more of it 





In the Hif?. Reg. N° LXVIUIT. we gave an Account 
of the Defcent of the Spaniards in Africa; of the taking 
of Oran and Mazalyuiver, and of the Return of their 
Fleet to Spain, after having left ftrong Garrifons in 
thofe two Places, under the Command of the Marquis 
de Santa Cruz, who was made Governor, The Spaniards 
had -not continued there long, before Bigetillos, the 
Moorifh Governor, who had abandoned thofe Places fo 
hatlily, to recover his Honour brought an Army befores 
them, and began to attack the Fortrefs or Caftle of 
Santa Cruz, [vid. the above Regifter, at the End.] 
The Place being advantageoufly fituated, and well defen- 
ded, he made however no great Progrefs, tho” he fol- 
lowed it with a very vigorous Application. The Par- 
-tieulars of the whole Siege have not been made publick 
in any authentick Manner; but the following Account 
of what happened: during fome Part of it, being very 
exa&t, and what we are affured may be relied on as 
true, we believe it will very properly be inferted. 

It was near a Month that Bigotillos had laid Siege to 
Oran, having ereéted a Battery high up upon the 
Mountain Mazeta,. the Point of which lay to the = 

ward, 
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ward, a Mufquet Shot off Santa Cruz, but feparated 
from it by a Neck or Paflage very deep and fteep to- 
wards the Mountain, ‘This Paffage leads to the Bar- 
‘vanca.of the Madre Vieja, a hollow Valley full of Rocks, 
the two Sides of which were difficult enough to mount; 
the South Side, poffeffed by the Enemy, terminated in 
a pretty high Hill, called Palmarejo, which runs from 
the Foot of La. Mazeta by an eafy Defcent, till it 
comes oppofite to the Alcagavar of Oran. 

Bigotillos, whofe Battery was rais’d fo high as not. te 
be expofed to the Infults of the Artillery of Oran, or 
any of its Works, and alfo cover’d from Santa Crux, by 
the Paint of a Rock, had already made a Breach in the 
Wall of that Fortrefs ; but the mounting of it was ina 
manner impraéticable, bécaufe of the Steepnefs of the 
Rocks, and being likewife expos’d to a perpetual Fire 
from the Garrifon: However, he fprung here two 
Mines unprofitably, having no other Effest than render- 
ing the Wall more fteep, by moving and throwing down 
the exterior Side of it, without penetrating the Rock in 
the leaft, on which the Work was rais’'d. The Fire and 
the Attacks were inceffant Night and Day, and Bizotil- 
los made Attempts by his Moors altogether impraéticable, 
hardy, and to the laft Degree ridiculous.— He ordered 
Men to fcale a Place where certain Death attended 
them ; thus a great Number of thofe miferable Wretches 
perifhed by the Fires of Bombs, Grenades, Artillery 
and Muskets, in attempting to climb up to an inac- 
ceffible Breach ; befides, many of them were deftroyed 
by their own Mines, by the Effeé&t of our Counter- 
mines which we work’d underneath them. So much 
did it run in poor Bigotillos’s Head, the retaking Oran, 
after he had fo fhamefully abandoned it to the Chri- 
ftians. 

This Bey bears all the Expence of the Siege, in pay- 
ing 10,000 Turks; as to the Moors, whom he tyran- 
nizes over, he obliges them to maintain themfel ves, 
and forces them every Moment upon impoflible Enter- 
prizes, in which the leaft Difobedience of his own Or- 
ders, or thofe of the meaneft of the Turks, is punifh’d 
with prefent Death, by ftriking off their Heads upon 
the Spot ; but as much Slaves as thefe Creatures are to 
him, he himfelf is no lefs fubje& to the Will of the 
Son of the Bey of Algier, to whofe Caprice he facrifices 
many of the unhappy Moors every Day.  SBigotillos 
knows that the fureft and the only Way, perhaps, of 
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taking Oran, is firft to make himfelf Mafter of Santa 
Cruz, and it his Slaves are hardy enough to attempt it, 
it is not out of Bravery but Defpair. 

The Garrifon of Santa Cruz, which hitherto defpis’d 

the utmoft Efforts of thofe People, began to be in want 
of Neceflaries, their Ammunition was {pent, and their 
Provifion exhaufted. The Caftle contained at firft but 
100 Men ; but thefe were augmented the Day the Siege 
began, though it was not then expeéted ; and now they 
found themfelves reduced to fuch Extremities, that 
without a Supply, and that fpeedily, they mutt either 
perifh or furrender, 
‘ The Marquis De Santa Cruz was refolved to hazard 
all for their Relief, for indeed all depended upon it ; 
and therefore a Detachment of 1300 Men was drawn 
out, commanced by the Chevalier Wogan. Before this 
Detachment began their March, the Governor made a 
falfe Attack from the Caftle of St. Philip, upon the 
Turkifh General’s Battery, on the Right of the Enemies 
Trenches ; this Fire from a Multitude of Cannon, Mor-’ 
tars, (3c. made a thundering Noife, and was done with 
defign to draw Bigotillos’s Troops from their Poft, on 
the Left, upon the Mountain of Mazeta, and out of the 
Grand Barranco, or hollow Valley, before fpoken of, on 
the Side of which the Detachment was to form in 
Battalia, to cover the Convoy in their Paflage to 
Santa Cruz. 

On the 4th of Offober, a good Half Hour before Day 

break, the Chevalier Wogan, after having receiv’d his 
‘Orders from the General, the Marquis De Santa Cruz, 
marched out of the Gate de Canaflel at the Head of his 
Detachment compos’d of feveral Companies of Grena- 
diers and Piquets to cover the Convoy of Provifions 
and Ammunition, and alfo a Body of Horfe charged 
with Fafcines, and alf for the aforefaid Caftle, which 
commands not only the Town, but the Forts without, 
and the Sea likewife. 

The Golone} Commandant ordered four Companies to 
advance half Way up the Hill, between the Cafile of 
San Gregorio and that of Santa Crux, where he formed 
them in different Columns, their Head to the Valley, 
10 {top thefe who fhould undertake to cut off the Convoy 
on the Height. He detached two other Companies to 
the Bottom of the Rock, ‘at the Foot of Saxta Cruz, to- 
wards the Head of the Barranco, or Valley, to the end 
chat in cafe the Enemy fhould pafs over the faid Rock, 

- : they 
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they might be expos’d tu three feveral Fires, that is to 
fay, from the Body of the Detachment, from the Gar- 
rifon of Santa Cruz, and from the faid Companies dtawn 
up in Columns. He miarch’d afterwards in Battalia 
with the Body of his Detachment, the Front of which 
filled up the Extent of the Plain, to the Border of the 
Barranco. 

As foon as he Had fotmed thtee deep on the faid 
Border, he made a genetal Fire in the Barranco, where 
commonly a Numbet of Turks and Moors lie concealed 
every Night as far as the Point of Alcagavar, in order 
to {natch fome Opportunity of ftriking a Blow, or to 
get Intelligence from fome ftraggling Moors of the 
Country. - This Fire was at the firit Dawn of the Morn- 
ing, and as the Commandant had made a filent March, 
the Infidels were thrown into the utmoft Confternation ; 
they ran on all Sides like Men diftraéted s never Flight 
‘was more precipitate, and the Fire continuing without 
ceafing, thofe who durft not gain the Height of Pal- 
marejo, hid themfelves behind Bufhes, Briars and Rocks, 
that they might fteal off, and fire upon the Spaniards 


from under fome Cover. 
At the rifing of the Sun, the Head of the Convoy was 
advanced as far as Santa Cruz; and the four Companies 


that the Commandant had pofted between San Gregorio 
and that Fortrefs having joined the Detachment on the 
Top of the Rock which commands the Valiey, fome 
other Companies of the Garrifon of Santa Crux came 
out to reinforce us, and pofted themfelves under the 
Wall of this Caftle, at the Spur of the half Baftion, 
which is of fuch un Elevation, that it overlooks the 
Barranco or Valley ——— The continual Fire which was 
made from the Angle of the faid Baftion to that of the 
Alcagavar of Oran, caft the Enemy into fuch a Pannick, 
that they abandon’d their Standards planted upon the 
fteep Rock behind Santa Cruz, infomuch that could the 
Commandant but have difpenfed with his Orders, fo 
pofitively exprefs’d and repeated to him by his General, 
who had abfolutely forbid him to pafs the Border of the 
Barranco, he might in that Momentary Fright, not only 
have feized their Standards, but perhaps thrown their 
Battery from the Height down the Precipices; but ha- 
ving no other Thing in View than to cover the Murch 
of the Convoy and the Horfe, we were obliged to flop 
there, and run no further Hazard. 


Dz But 
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But now the Enemy feeing ,that; we had no Intention 
to pafs the Baranco, they recovered out of their Fright, 
and fired, upon us.from theirdurking Places, and from 
the Height of Palmerejo, where they planted other Stan- 
dards after thei¢ Fathion, by way of Defiance, expeSting 
a powerful Reinforcement from the Trenches of the 
Battery againft St. Pailips whither :the main Body. of 
their Troops had affembled upon the falfe Attack: The 
Fire continu’d without \Intermiffion. on beth Sides; but 
that of the Spaniards, for.the:Space of an, Hour, was: 
much. the hotter of the ‘two; a greater. Fire, or better. 
follow’d, was hardly.ever.feen by a Bady of .12 or 1300 
Men; though it was ;the Fire of. the Artillery, which.» 
play’d inceffantly upon the Barbarians from all.our For- 
treffes, which carry’d ,fo many. off, fome. being -bury’d: 
under gteat Pieces of the Rocks beat down ‘by the Can-: 
non, which. before ferv’d them:for SHelteri As for the 
Spaniards, they were entirely without.Cover, and in 
clofe, Order, and they having. the Advaatage of the. 
Height over us,.muft needs kill a great, many Men; . 
but had they been able Markfmen, it) is,believ’d: nov 
one. in. ten of the Spanifh Troops could have gone alive 
off the Place, 

During this odd Kind of Combat, the Enemy enraged: 
to fee our Convoy pafs by their Nofes. fecurely to Santa - 
Cruz, and being largely reinforced, ventur’d down the 
Hill in great Multitudes, and defcended; to. the Bottom 
of the Valley by a hollow natrow Way 6n-our: Right, 
which occafien’d our Colonel Commandant to draw out : 
two Companies to the Height towards the Center, where 
this hollow Way open’d itfelf on our Side, in order to 
hinder, them from penetrating -by that Road; by the 
Favour of this Pafs, both Sides of which were almoft 
bounded by Rocks, a great Fire was made upon.them, as 
alfo from the Height below Santa Crux. Their Num- 
ber now, .by a modeft Calculation, including thofe who 
faced us upon the Height of Palmarejo, and all the Side 
of the Barranco, where they fwarm’d like Bees, as well 
as in the Defile juft mention’d, at leaft amounted to 
45,002 Men; but feeing that the Opening: was taken 
up by. our.Men, and after fuffering fome of our Canno- 
wading on the Spot, they thought fit to quit that Poft, 
and alter their Defign ; whereupon they travers’d the 
Barranco, to the Foot of the great Rock under Santa 
Cruz, and there put up their Standards. Great Num- 
bers cover'd themfelves within the Clefts of the Rocks, 
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with Intention to force their Paflage by the Précipices, 

which: they: climbed like Goats, becaufé’thete they’ 
found fewer Enemies, and-a more accellible ‘Pi ffagt to 

the Valley. 

The Colonel:Commandant perceiving they had'chanp’d ' 
their Meafures; order’d back'what remain’d of ‘the tv. 
Companies, arid fent them with another Reinforcembyit' 
up 'the Rock; in ‘order to' make that Paffage alld im- 
praticable ‘to. them, and-to fecuré' our own Rétreat 
when the Bufinefs fhould be ovér. 

‘The Fire was inceflant on all Sides; the Spani/h Areil- 

lery did great Execution, and the Garrifon of Santa (riz 
rolled down ;Bombs and Grenadoes''Royal dire&tly upon’ 
them from the Caftles The Bey Bigotillos; in’a kind of 
Revenge, order’d the Cannon of his Battery to ‘be pold- 
ted down upon the Spaniards ; but as it-was' planted from ° 
too’ great-a Height, the’ Balls’ pafs’d over ‘their’ Heats,’ 
arid phunged! into-the Sea ; there wasone Shot only ‘that ’ 
by Chance came’ near enough; but without any other 
Effet, than-thetaking off the Calf of an Officer’s Leg, 
and covering the ‘Colonel ‘Commandant ‘all over with 
Dut. 
_ Neverthélefs, the Spani/h Troops being entirely unco- 
ver'd, fuffér’d much, and diminifhed in Propartion'as 
thofe. of ‘the Enemy increafed. the carrying eff the 
Wounded every ‘Moment required fo many Men, that 
the Spaniards had not enough to make good their Frone 
tothe Extent 0@ the Barranco ; and becaufe of this Lofs, 
the Fire of the Spaniards flackned in the fame Meafure 
as that of the Enemy augmented ; fo that had it not 
been for the wife Precaution of the Chevalier Gover- 
nor of St. Philip, the Spaniards could not have had 
Men enough to the’ End of the Combat to have carry’d 
off ‘their Dead, and affifted the Wounded. The faid Go- 
vernor detach’d in good Time a good Body of Horfe ‘and 
Dragoons, which, with the fmall Body of Horfe, form’d 
a good Line behind the Spaniards. Rut now Powder 
began to fail; but this Want was fupply’d from Time 
to Time chiefly by the Marquefs de Turdilly, Lieute- 
nant Colonel of the Day, who perform’d all manner of 
Offices, that of Adjutant itfelf, and from a little Fort 
on. the Spaniards Left, furnifh’d the Soldiers with the 
Ammunition, diftributing it an his Side, as the Colonel 
did on the Right. . 

Towards Nine in the Morning, after the Carte and 
ether Carriages, as well as the Horfe, were return’d in 

Safety 5 
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Safety 5 the Horfe formed on the Right of a little Fort 
towards the Sea Side, with Defign to fupport the In- 
fantry in their Retreat, the Colonel Commandant re- 
ceiv’d a Shot, which obliged him, to. his great Regret, 
to go out of the Battle, having firft concerted with his 
Lieutenant-Colonel the Manner of making the Retreat. 
In this Cafe, the Turks and Moors upon the Rock at the 
Foot of Santa Cruz only were to be fear’d, becaufe of 
fome Difpofitions they feemed to be making there, in 
Oppofition to it. Of the fix Companies of Grenadiers, _ 
which had been il] enough treated, three of them were 
to return to the Garrifon of Santa Crux, and the other 
three to join the Grofs of our Detachment for Oran. 
The Horfe, by fome unhappy Miftake in the general 
Orders, were already filed off in the great hollow Way 
towards Oran, and Jeft the Infantry deftitute of all Sup- 
port, of which, two Thirds of the Officers, and half 
the Soldiers had been kill’d. This falfe Step was vifi- 
ble tothe Turks as well as Chriftians, which animated 
the one, and quite difconcerted the other. . 
Orders were forthwith given for the Retreat, a Quar- 
ter of an Hour after the Colonel retired. Thefe fix 
Companies feeing themfelves abandoned, and almoft . 
without Officers, loft Ground, and fell into Diforder; 
upon which a Body of 300 Turks and Moors fell in upon 
them with Sabre in Hand. The three Companies who 
were making their Way to SantaCruz, though with a 
little too much Precipitation, found themfelves fup- 
ported by the Garrifon of that Place, whefired warmly 
upon the Enemy as they advanced, whereby many of 
them approaching the Caftle, met their Fate near the 
very Wall. In Revenge of this, they ftruck off three 
or four of the Heads of the wounded Spaniards that 
dropped in their Way, and carried them after the 
broken Remains of three other Companies, who march- 
ing too confufedly towards San Gregorio to get Shelter 
under the little Fort upon the Sea-fide, whither the 
Marquis de Turbilly had brought the reft of the De- 
tachment, found their Way cut off by the Turks : 
Surprize fo feized them thereupon, that inflead of 
putting themfelves in Battalia, with their Bayonets at 
the End of their Mufquets, they ran dire&tly towards 
the Sea, and the Turks purfued them with fuch Fury, 
that a Captain (the only Officer that remained alive 
of all the three Captains) cafting himfelf.as a loft Man, 
with fix of his Grenadiers, off a frightful Precipice ; 
eight 
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eight or ten of the Turks, out of a blind Rage to over- 
take them, followed after in the fame Manner, and 
rifhed with them. 

The Marquis of Santa Cruz obferved all that pafs’d 
from the Height of Alcagavar with great Diffatis- 
fa&tion, and made Signs with his Hat for fome Horfe 
to fall upon thofe infolent Barbarians ; but they being 
jn a Bottom, behind the Wall of the Town, the Officers 
either did not comprehend, or did not peceive thofe 
dumb Orders, and therefore refted where they were, 
without moving towards them: But one Capt. Willz, 
of the Regiment of Belgia Dragoons, feeing the Enemy 
fcour the Plain with Impunity, putting on a Soldierly 
Air, advanced with 30 of his Men, and fought ftoutly 
"till he Joft half his Troop, having deftroyed double 
the Number of the Enemy, three of which he killed 
with his own Hand, and afterwards came off in good 
Order with the reft of his Men. 

After this little Exploit, the Turks, feeing the Ram- 
parts of the Town, and the little Fort well lined with 
Fulileers, and the Horfe pofted in the Way between 
them leading to Oran, thought fit to retire after their 
own diforderly Manner, the Spani/h Horfe in the Bottom 
making no Motion to follow them. They gained the 
Rock, by which they mounted, but in defcending the 
Side towards Santa Crum, they could not help expo- 
fing themfelves to the Fire of the whole Musketry of 
that Caftle. They began immediately that forrowful 
Occupition of carrying off and burying their dead, 
which tovk them up 24 Hours, al) the Palmarejo, the 
Head of Barranco, and all under the Rock of Sante 
Cruz being ftrewed with the Carcaffes of the Enemy. 

By the Judgment of thofe who were Eye-witneffes of 
the whole A&tion, Bigotillus could not lofe lefs than 
2000 Men, among whom (as was told by three Turkish 
Deferters) were tg Agas of Janiffaries, and one of 
Bigotillo’s Sons, but whether this lafl was killed or 
wounded, they could not fay pofitively, though the 
Difference is not much, for as they have not any Hof- 
pital or Surgeon, if the Wounded be not prefently 
gured by Fire, or Application of certain Herbs, they 
have always the Charity to put the Patient out of Pain, 
by what we call the Coup de Grace. 

This Day would have been more glorious in all Re- 
fpetts, could they have guarded againft that little un- 
Jucky Accident that fell out to the three Companics in 
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their Retreat. Neverthelefs they gained the Fruits of 
a compleat Vittory. —— Santa Cruz was abundantly 
fupplied with .all Neceffaries; their Communication 
with the Sea fecur’d, and a confiderable Blow given the 
Enemy. And-though the Number of their'Dead and 
Wounded amounted to 54q Men, they notwithflanding 
comforted themfelves, in Regard that it proyed. an En- 
terprize which pvt their Troops in Security, preferv’d 
their Conquefts, and did Horour to his Majefty’s 
Arms. ‘ 

Throughout the Courfe of this Aion, we muft do 
Juftice to the Bravery and Conttancy of the Spani/h 
Troops, the Soldier and the Officer animated by the 
fame Impulfe, flood firm for feveral Hours, expos’d to 
@ continual Fire, without the leaft Shelter, whilft the 
Enemy -fhifted and ftraggled about under Rocks and 
Covers to avoid the Fire of the Spaniards, who would 
much rather have charged a Battery of Cannon in hopes 
of making themfelves Mafters of it, than ftand im- 
moveable a whole Morming to wait and endure the 
Vigour of a powerful Enemy ; yet did not one of their 
Men recoil a Step during fo long an AGtion, except to 
carry off dead or wounded Men out of the Shot of the 
Enemy ; after which, he inflantly return’d and join’d 
his Company, where he could not expect much better 
Treatment than what his unfortunate Comrade had juft 
receiv’d. 

This Conftancy an¢ Refolution of the Chriftians and 
the Lofs the Barbarians fuffer’d, caft them into fuch a 
Confternation, that notwithflanding the Line caft up 
behind their Camp, to hinder their Defertion, the 
Moorifh Horfe entirely abandon’d them, and the Mo/ara- 
éas and Moorifh Infantry flole away every Day from Bi- 
gotilio, who never fail’d to reward them fuitable to his 
Tyranny and Cowardice. 

Among the Dead and Wounded we reckon 17 Captains, 
11 Lieutenants, 15 Sub-Lieutenants, and the Colonel 
was one of the Jatter. It feems this was the fame Per- 
fon that projefted and executed the Efcape of the Prin- 
csfs Sobieski, on the 28th of April 1719, from her Ar- 
reit at Inf/pruck. ' 

* On the 16th, two Chriflian Slaves efcaped into the 
Town from the Moori/; Camp 3 they were conduéted di- 
re@lv to the Governor, to whom they gave an Account 
of the State of the Infidels, viz. that the Camp was 
compos’d but of about 6000 Men, including in thar 
Number 
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Number 1000. Blacks and 700 Horfe, which the Moors 
drew in by Ferce to the Siege of the Place ; that they 
had only. two Pieces of Cannon, but 24 more were ex- 
peéted, with a great Body of chofen Troops, and Previ- 
fion in abundance; that as foon as this Reinforcement 
fhould arrive, the Moors made Account to lock up the 
Place, and attack it vigoroufly under the Command of 
Ali Baha, and by the Direstion of the Runagate Riper- 
da, who keeps himfelf yet at Tetuan, where he lies 
afflifted with the Gout, and given over to all the fatal 
Errors, into which his deteftable Ambition has thrown 
him. 

As this Relation was conformable to the Advices re- 

ceived by different Ways, there was little to be doubted 
of the Truth of it; the Governor therefore judg’d it 
proper to affemble a Council of War, compos’d of all 
the principal Officers and other Chiefs of the Troops of 
the Garrifon, The Governor order’d all the Accounts 
to be read to them, and. propofed the Defign which he 
had already form’d of making a Salley upon them, be- 
fore all their Forces had join’dthem. This Propofition 
was generally approv’d, Don ‘Jofeph Vicaria, Major Ge- 
neral, who happened to be then at Ceuta, to make a 
Review of the Garrifon, as Infpettor, was alfo of the fame 
Opinion. In thort, it was refol .‘d in this Council, that 
the next Morning at break of Day, a vigorous Salley 
fhould be made upon the Befiegers. 
_ The Attack was to be in five different Places of the 
Camp, regulated after this Manner ; four of them to be 
affailed, each with three Companies of Grenadiers and 
fix Piquets, fupported by three Battalions, which made 
twelve inall. The fifth Place to be on the Side towards 
the Sea, by 70 Horfe and 100 Grenadiers, under the 
Direétion of the Brigadier Marquefs de Valdecagnas. 
The other Detachments were commanded by fo many 
Colonels; viz, Colonel Mahoni, Son te the famous Lieu- 
tenant-General of that Name, an Iri/h Gentleman, Don 
Fofeph Mafones, Don ‘Jean Pingarron, and Don Bajile de 
Gante, and all of them under the Command of Briga- 
dier Don ‘Jofeph Aramburo, Captain of the Spani/h 
Guards, an excellent Officer, the King’s Lieutenant in 
the Town. 

Orders were given for all thofe appointed for this Ex 
pedition, which together made a Body of 5000 Min 
(without counting 500 Pioneers) to be ready on the 
Efplanade by Four in the eae and after. forming, 
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each Detachment to poft themfelves on the Side of the 
Salley Port, at which they were to go out. Each Sol- 
dier was to be furnifh’d with 25 Charges, and 12 Mules 
were to follow them, loaded with Ammunition; that 
Hand-Barrows fhould be diftributed to a certain Number 
of Men, to bring off the Wounded ; that the Surgeons 
and Chaplains fhould be in the Train of the Detach- 
ments, to affift them ; that an exaét Silence, and an én- 
tire Subordination fhould be obferved throughout ; that 
all the Prifoners, and thofe banifh’d from Spain to this 
Fortrefs fhould march after the Troops with Pioneers 
Utenfils and Tools, and moftly with Shovels and Pick- 
axes, to deftroy the Enemies Works ; that the reft of 
the Garrifon fhould be pofted upon the Wall, and about 
the Parapets of the Place of Arms, and that all the Ar- 
tillery fhould be in good Order ; that after having beat 
off the Moors, the Troops of the Attack fhould range 
themfelves in two Lines, the firft joining the Grenadiers 
and Piquets, to have their Right towards the Bridge de 
Revero, and the Left towards the Height of Ja vigne, 
and the fecond to poft themfelves before the Trenches, 
with the Pioneers behind them, to fill up the Retrench- 
ments. 

Thefe Orders were obferved fo exa&tly, as if every 
Soldier had been an Officer. The March being begun in 
the above Manner, the Moors found themfelves expofed 
to the Slaughter before they were prepared, they fell on 
every Side, yet feeking at laft a Refource in Defpair, 
feeing themfelves thus furprized, refolved to defend 
their Intrenchments. They fought with the utmoft 
Fury, and great Havock was made among them before 
they abandon’d their Pofls. 

The greater the Refiflance, the more eager were the 
Spaniards to obtain a fpeedy Vidtory 5; animated with 
this noble Ardour, they overthrew, trampled under, 
and cut in Pieces, all who could not, or would not fly ; 
fo advantageous an Onfet made the Spani/h Chiefs re- 
fleét, that they eught not to give a Check to the Cou- 
tage of the Troops, fo as to contain them within Bounds 
of their firft Orders; in fhort, they fuffer’d them to 
purfue the frightned flying Moors to the Seraglio, half 
a League diftance, where the General lay with a Body 
of Horfe and Foot, which made fome Stand, but not 
Yong enough for the Ba/ha to put on his Breeches ; in 
fhort, he ’rofe in his Shirt, was confounded among his 
Infantry, which being put into Diforder, intirely dif- 
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perfed, fome taking the Road to Tetuan, and fome ty 





‘Tangier, not without a great Part of them falling a 


Sacrifice to the Spaniards, without any Defence at al). 

The Cavalry compofed of chofen Men, difputed the 
Vi@ory with Obftinacy enough, and held out Jong, with 
a Firmnefs that did but augment their Ruin. They faw 
themfelves expofed to the Fire of their Enemy, and yield- 
ed to their own Deftruftion with a Stubbornnefs that 
differ’d little from Rage. 

By this Time fome of the Troops firft routed, rallied 
upon the Hills, thefe return’d to the Charge two feve- 
ral Times ; they defcended to the Foot of the Seraglio, 
but were repulfed as before, tho’ by the Favour of the 
Mountains they kept skirmifhing for feveral Hours, 
whilft the Pioneers fill’d up the Intrenchments, and de- 
molifh’d the Works. 

The two Cannon which the Chriftian Slaves {poke of 

were 36 Pounders, which they nail’d up, and threw 
into a deep Ditch, together with a Mortar-piece, it not 
being poflible to condu& them to the Place for Want of 
Mules and neceffary Tackling. The Alcaide Alli Sucaf, 
a Renegade, was mortally wounded, and-his Houfe pil- 
Jaged and burnt by the Soldiers. The Camp was alfo 
abandon’d to their Difcretion. The Powder of the In- 
fidels was fet on Fire, with a great Quantity of Crofs- 
bows, befides feveral Sorts of Inftruments, with which 
they broke Ground, and work’d in their Camp. In 
fine, they took away their Provifion, razed their Works, 
burnt their Barracks, and fill’d up their Wells of freth 
Water, Thus having executed every Thing with admi, 
rable Difpatch, a Retreat was beat. 
- The Soldiers brought along with them four Colours, 
one of which belong’d to the Bafha, call’d the Royal 
Enfign, having thereon Arabian Charafters embroider’ 
in Gold ; the three others were of Damask, and all dif- 
ferent Colours. They brought alfo to Ceuta many Slaves 
a great deal of rich Spoils, Arms with Silver Garniture, 
Horfes, magnificent Equipages, Tapeftry Turbans, fine 
Belts, and fome filver Money. The banifh’d People, 
and thofe imprifon’d in the Fortrefs of Ceuta, brought 
in a prodigious Quantity of Cattle and Provifions left 
in the epen Country, amongft the dead Carcafles of the 
Infidels. 

The Retreat was made without the leaft Confufion ; 
the Troops preferving their Ranks, and always keeping 
WR a skirming Fire upon the Enemies as they march'd, 
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@ fmal! Number of them following at a Diftance, to no 
Other Purpofe but to be Witneffes of the good Order 
.@nd Regulation with which this Detachment re-enter’d 
the Town; perhaps, overjoy’d enough, they did not 
puth their Vittory as far as Tetuan, which-they had but 
too good a,Reafon at firft to fear. 

The Spaniards loft in this Expedition but one Subal- 
tern Officer, threé Serjeants, and 14 Soldiers, befides _ 
which, there were wounded feven Captains, fix Subal- 
tern Officers, eight Serjeants, and 150 Soldiers, many of 
whom were hurt by the blowing up of a Magazine of 
Powder at the Time they were plundering. Whilft the 
Garrifon was making this Salley, fome Ships feconded 
the Attack from the Sea, whofe Fire contributed to put 
the Moors in that Confternation. 

The Count D’ Aranda was in this A&tion as a Volun- 
tier, and diftinguifh’d himfelf by his Valour in a Man- 
ner that gave Occafion to the Governor to fpeak of him 
with great Elogidms. He did the fame Juftice to all 
the Officers, both Generals and Subalterns, but particu- 
larly Count Mahoni, who reaped no little Glory by that 
Day’s A&tion ; in fhort, the Troops in general behaved 
with fuch Bravery, that it would be fome fort of Par- 
tiality, to give the Preference or Praife to any in par- 
ticular. 

The Count de Welderen, a Danifh Colonel, who came 
out of meer Curiofity to fee the Fortrefs of Ceuta, found 
Occafion to fignalize his Courage. This Officer on his 
Part, gave all the Praife to the Spaniards that they 
merited in this Rencounter. 

The Moors renewing the Siege of Oran, the Mar- 
‘quefs de Santa Crux made a fecond Sally, Nov. 21.-in 
which the Spaniards were fo fuccefsful, that they ut- 
terly routed the Moors, levelled all their Works, pof- 
feffed themfelves of their Camp, and fet it on Fire, 
having firft conveyed every Thing of Value into the 
Town. But the Viftory was attended by a Misfortune 
that happen’d to the Marquefs de Santa Crux ; who 
being engaged too far, was wounded, and made Prifo- 
ner, and we have fince had no pofitive Account what is 
become of him. Shortly after, the Moors made a third At- 
tempt, but were defeated again, and driven away with 
sonfiderable Lofs. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


AS the general Way of Thinking now reigning 
among the Publick, lies very much towards our 
Commerce, we believe the two following Reprefenta- 
tions laid before the Parliament laft Seffions, will be ac- 
ceptable to our Readers, as they come from the Board of 
Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations, who may be 
fuppofed te be the beft informed of every Thing relating 
to that important Subjeét ; and as they have been the 
Foundation of two Laws made this Seffion ; the firft of 
which relates to our Plantations, the fecond to our Wool- 
jen Trade. 


The firt REPRESENTATION. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parlig- 
ment affembled. ; 


H IS‘ Majefty having been pleafed, upon the Addrefs 
: of this Honourable Houfe, (by his Order, bearing 
Date the gth Day of June latt) to dire&t the Commitlio- 
ners for Trade and Plantations, to prepare a Reprefen- 
tation to be laid before the Houlife this Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, of the State of his Majefty’s Colonies and Plan- 
tations in America, with refpe& to any Laws made, Ma- 
nufa&tures fet up, and Trade carry’d on there, which 
. May affe&t the Trade, Navigation, and Manufaétures of 
this Kingdom. 

We did forthwith fend Circular Letters to all the Go- 
vernors of the Briti/h Colonies in America, direSting 
them to tranfmit an exaét and particular Account of the 
Matters mention’d in the faid Order, that we might be 
the better enabled to make a punétual and authentick 
Return upon proper Vouchers to the Houfe. 

But by the Addrefs upon this Subject, (which was 
moved very late the laft Seffion of Parliament) having 
been again repeated the 15th of laft Month, we thought 
it our Duty to inform the Houfe of the true State of 
this Matter, and to take their Senfe in what Manner the 
Board fhould condu& themfelves upon this Occafion, viz. 
Whether the Houfe would accept of fuch Report as we 
are able to make from the Books and Papers in our Of- 
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fice, or wait the Returns from the Governors of the 
Britifh Colonies in America. 

And it feeming to be the Senfe of this Houfe, that 
the Board fhould make fuch a Report as they were then 
able to draw up from the Books and Papers in their 
Office 5 we have accordingly done fo, having fince that 
Time received Returns from Maryland, New York, New 
England, South Carolina, Rhode Sfland, and ‘Jamaica, 
whereupon we humbly reprefent : : 

That it being required to lay before this Houfe a 
State of his Majefty’s Colonies in America, with Refpet 
to any Laws made, Manufaétures fet up, or Trade car- 
ried on there, detrimental to the Trade, Navigation, 
or Manufa&tures of Great Britain; we fhall begin with 
what regards the Laws, and premife fome Particulars 
relating to the Conflitution of the feveral Colonies, and 
to the Powers vefted in them for pafling of Laws. 

Many of the Britifh Celonies in America are imme- 
diately under the Government of the Crown, namely, 
Nova Scotia, New Hampfhire, the Ferfies, New York, 
Virginia, the two Carolina’s, Bermuda, Bahama Iflands, 
‘Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeward Iflands ; others 
are vefted in Proprietors, as Penfiloania, Maryland, and 
not long fince the Bahama’s, and the two Carolina’s alfo: 
There are likewife three Charter Governments; the 
chief of thefe is the Ma/fachuffets Bay, commonly called 
New England ; the Conflitution whereof is of a mixed 
Nature ; where the Power feems to be divided between 
the King and People, but in which the People have 
much the greater Share ; for here the People do not 
only chufe the Afflembly, but the Affembly chufe the 
Council alfo, and the Governor depends upon the Affem-; 
bly for his annual Support, which has fo frequently 
laid the Governor of this Province under Temptations 
of giving up the Prerogative of the Crown, and the 
Intereft of Great Britain. 

The remaining Provinces, Conneéticut, and Rhode 
Ifland, are Charter Governments alfo , or rather 
Corporations, where almoft the whole Power of the 
Crown is delegated to the People ; for they chufe their 
Affembly, their Council and their Governor likewife 
annually, and hold little or no Correfpondence with our 
Office. 

‘All thefe Colonies however, by their feveral Confti- 
tutions, have Power of making Laws for their better 
Government and Support, provided they be not repug: 
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nant to the Laws of Great Britain, nor detrimental to 
their Mother Country. 

In the Maffachufet’s Bay alfo, if their Laws ate not 
repealed within three Years after they have been pre- 
fented to his Majefty, they are not repealabie by the 
Crown after that Time. 

The Provinces of Maryland, Conne€ticut, and Rhode 
Ifland not being under any Obligation by their refpeftive 
Conftitutions to return authentick Copies of their Laws 
to the Crown for Approbation or Difallowance, or to 
give any Account of their Proceedings, we are very 
little informed what is doing in any of thefe Govern- 
ments. 

All the Governors of Colonies (which are under Ap- 
pointment) ought within a reafonable Time to tranfmie 
home authentick Copies of the feveral A&ts by them 
paffed, to go through a proper Examination, but are 
fometimes negligent in their Duty in this particular, 
and pafs Temporary Laws of fhort Continuance, that 
they have their full Effect before this Board can acquire 
due Notice of them: Some Attempts have been made 
to prevent this pernicious Prattice, and many Laws 
have from Time to Time been repealed on that Ac- 
count. 

And from the conftant Difcharge of our Duty herein, 
it has fo happened, that upon the moft diligent En- 
quiry into all the A&ts paffed in the feveral Britis 
Colonies fince the Acceffion of his late Majefty to the 
Throne, there are none that have yet come to our 
Knowledge, -ftill remaining unrepealed or unexpired, 
which are liable to Obje€tion, excepting thofe only in 
the following Lift, and even againft them no Complaint 
has been made to this Board until very lately, viz. 

In Maffachufet’s Bay. 

An A& paffed in the Year 1728, entitled, dn A& 
for the Encouragement of making Paper. 

‘This Manufa€ture has hitherto made but a very fmall 
Progrefs, and can hardly be faid, in a ftrif&t Senfe, to 
interfere with our own Paper, becaufe almoft all the 
Paper fent to New England from hence is foreign Manu- 
fafture ; but it certainly interferes with the Profit made 
by the Britifh Merchant upon foreign Paper fent to this 
Province ; however no Complaints have ever been made 
to us againft this Law. 

By the Return to our Circular Letter from the Go- 
vernor of New Hampfhire, we are infermed, that an a 
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paffed many Years fince in that Province for encoura- 
ging of Iron Works, by which the Exportation of Iron 
Oar is prohibited, but upon the moft diligent Enquiry 
no fuch A@ is to be found in our Office; and we be- 
lieve none fuch was ever tranfmitted to this Board ; 
however, not knowing whether this A& might not have 
paffed fince the late King’s Acceflion, we have inferted 
in this Lift. 





In New York. 

A Law paffed in the Year 1728, entitled, An A& to 
vepeal fome Parts, and to continue and enforce other Parts 
of the Aét therein mentioned, and for granting feveral Du- 
ties to his Majefty for fupporting his Government in the 
Golony of New York, from the firft of September, which 
will be in the Year 17333 ‘wherein (among other Duties) 
one was laid of five Ounces of Plate, or forty Shillings in 
Bills of Credit on every Negro imported from Africa, and 
a Duty of four Pounds on every Negro imported from any 
ether Place. 

The Plantations in, all Times paft have laid Duties 
upon the Importation of Negroes ; and as the Merchants 
have naturally increafed their Price in Proportion to 
thofe Duties, fo it is but lately that Complaints have 
been made againft thefe Duties (unlefs they went to 
Excefs;). but the Board are of Opinion, that it would 
be more for the Convenience of the Trade, that thefe 
Duties fhould for the future be paid by the Purchafer, 
than by the Importer ; and his Majetty has (upon our 
Reprefentation) been pleafed to fend an Inftruftion to 
that Effeé&t to all the Governors in America. 

By the Charter of Penfilvania it has already been ob- 
ferved, that the Proprietor is obliged to offer the Laws 
of the Province to the Crown for Approbation or Dif- 
allowance within five Years after they are paffed ; and 
if his Mabey does not think fit to repeal them in fix 
Months from the Time they are fo offered, it is not 
in the Power of the Crown to repeal them afterwards ; 
but fince the Year 1715, this Article of the Charter 
has been evaded, and the Laws of this Province have 
not been tranfinittgd to this Board (except occafionally 
an A& or two) fo that we are not enabled to lay a State 
of the Laws of this Province before the Houfe. 

That, upon a late Petition to his Majefty from the 
Merchants of London, in Behalf of themfelves and others, 
complaining that ag the Law now ftands in fome of the 
Colonies, his Subjeéts refiding in Great Britain are lot 
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without any Remedy for the Recovery of their jut 
Debts, or have fuch only as is very partial and preca- 
rious, as alfo that in feveral of the faid Colonies and 
Plantations greater and higher Duties and Impofitions 
are laid on the Ships and Goods belonging to his Sub- 
je&ts in Great Britain, than on the Goods and Ships 
of Perfons inhabiting the faid Colonies and Planta- 
tions. 

The faid Merchants being defired to acquaint the 
Board, whether they knew of any, particular Laws in 
the Colonies againft which they had Reafon to objets 
they did deliver to us a Lift of Laws, wherein the faid 
Colonies appear to have been very partial in their own 
Favour; in fome of them exempting their Perfons 
from Arrefts, in others, giving a Preference to the In« 
habitants before the Britifh Merchants in the Recovery 
of Debts; and ena&ting Duties, where a lefs Burthen is 
laid upon their own Effeéts, than upon thofe of the 
Britifh Merchant. 

We beg Leave to acquaint this Houfe, that pur- 
fuant to an Order of the Committee of Council, this 
Board did on the Fifth of December, 1728, make a 
very particular Enquiry into the State of the Planta- 
tions at that Time with refpett to Silk, Linnen and 
Woollen Manufaftures eftablifhed there, and having 
then difcourfed with many Perfons who had either been 
Governors of fome of the Colonies, or were by other 
Means well acquainted with their Circumftances, it 
appeared to this Board, and we did accordingly re- 

refent, 

That in the Colonies of New-England, New-York, 
Conneéticut, Rhode-Ifland, Penfylvania, and in the County 
of Somerfet in Maryland, the People had fallen into the 
Manufaéture of Woollen and Linnen Cloth for the Ufe 
of their own Families, but we could not learn they had 
ever manufa&tured any for Sale in thofe Colonies, ex- 
cept in a fmall Indian Town in Penfylvania, where fome 
Palatines had then lately fettled. 

The Reafons why thefe People had begun this Ma- 
nufa&ure were, / 

ft, That the Produ& of thefe Colonies being chiefly 
Stock and Grain, the Eftates of the Inhabitants depended 
wholly upon Farming, and as this could not be carried 
en without a certain Quantity of Sheep, their Wool 
would be entirely loft, were not their Servants em 
ployed at leifure Times of _ Year, but chiefly a 
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the Winter, in manufa@turing it for the Ufe of their 
Families. : 

adly, That Flax and Hemp being likewife cafily 
railed, the Inhabitants manufaStured them into a courfe 
Sort of Cloth Bags, Traces and Halters for their Horfes, 
which they found did more Service than thofe they had 
from any Part of Europe, : 

3dly, That thefe Settlements, which were diftant 
from Water Carriage, and remotely fituated in the Woods, 
had no Opportunities of a Market for Grain, and there- 
fere as they did not raife more Corn than was fuficient 
for their own Ufe, they had the more Time to manu- 
fa&ture both Wool and Flax for the Service of their 
Families, and feemed to be under a greater Neceflity of 
doing it. 

Upon a further <nquiry into this Matter, we do 
not find, that thofe People had the fame Temptation to 
go on with thofe Manufa&tures during the Time that 
the Bounty upon Naval Stores fubfifted, having then 
Encouragement to employ their leifure Hours in ano- 
ther Way, and more profitably both to themfelves and 
this Kingdom; for the height of Wages, and great Price 
of Labour in general in America, made it impraéticable 
for the People there to manufa€ture their Linnen Cloth 
at lefs than 20 per Cent. more than the Rate in England, 
or Woollen Cloth at lefs than 50 per Cent. dearer than 
that which is exported from hence for Sale: We con- 
ceive it was to be wifhed that fome Expedient might be 
fallen upon to divert their Thoughts from Undertakings 
of this Nature; fo much the rather, becaufe thefe Ma- 
nufaétures, in procefs of Time, might be carried on in 
a greater Degree, unlefs an early Stop were put to their 
Progrefs ; and the moft natural Inducement that we 
could think of to engage the People in America to defitt 
from thefe Purfuits, was to employ them in Naval 
Stores: Wherefore we take Leave to renew our repeated 
Propofals, that a reafonable Encouragement fhould be 
given for the making, raifing, and manufa€turing of 
Naval Stores of all Kinds in the Plantations, from 
whence we might be furnifhed in return for our own 
Manufatures. : 

But feveral Alterations have happened fince that 
Time ; and by fuch Lights as we have been able to ac- 
quire, we find the Trades carried, and Manufaétures fet 
up there, detrimental to the Trade, Navigation, and 
Manufa&ure of Great Britain, 


, The 
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‘The State of the Plantations varying almoft every 

ear more or lefs in their Trade and Manufatures, as 
well as in other Particulats; we thought it neceflary 
for his Majefty’s Service, and for the Difcharge of our 
Truft from Time to Time, to fend certain general 
Queries to the feveral Governors in America, that we 
might be the more exaétly informed of the Condition of 
the faid Plantations, among{t which there were feveral 
that related to their Trade and Manufaétures, to which 
we received the following Returns. 





New Hamphhire. 
. Colonel Shute, Governor of New Hampjfhire, in his 
Anfwer to the fame Queries in 1719, faid, That there 
were no fettled Manufa€ftures in that Province, and thae 
their Trade principally confifted in Lumber and Fish. 


Maffachufet’s-Bay in New England. 

Colonel Shute at the fame Time, Governor of the 
Maffachufet’s Bay, informed us, that in fome Parts of 
this Province, the Inhabitants worked up their Wool 
and Flax, and made an ordinary courfe Cloth for their 
own Ufe, but did not export any. That the greateft 
Part, both of the Weollen and Linnen Cloathing that 
was. then worne in this Province, was imported from 
Great Britain, and furmetimes Linnen from Ireland ; 

- But confidering the excefive Price of Labour in New 

England, the Merchants could afford what was imported 
cheaper than what was made in that Country. 
_. That there were alfo a few Hatters fet up in the 
Maritime Towns, and that the greateft Part of the Lea- 
ther ufed in that Country, was manufactured amongtt 
themfel ves. 

That there had been for many Years fome Iron Works 
in that Province, which had afforded the People Iron 
for fome of their neceffary Occafions ; but that the Iron 
imported from Great Britain was efteemed much the 
beit, and wholly ufed by the Shipping. 

. That the Iron Works of that Province were not able 
to fupply the 20th Part of what was neceflary for the 
Ule of the Country. © 

New York. . 

General Hunter, formerly Governor of New York, 
in his Anfwer to the Queries in the Year 1720, in- 
formed ws, That they had no Manufa&tures .in that 
Province that deferved ~ and that the Trade 

2 con- 
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confifted chiefly in Furs, Whalebone, Oil, Pitch, Tar, 
and Provifions. 





New Fer fey. 

General Hunter, formerly Governor of this Province, 
alfo informs us in his Anfwer to the fame Queries 
in the Year 1720, That there were in that Province 
no Manufaétures that deferve mentioning, and that 
their Trade was chiefly in Provifions exported to New 
York and Penfylvania. 


Penfylvania. 

Colonel Hart, formerly Governor of Maryland, who 
lived many Years in the Neighbourhood of this Go- 
vernment, in Anfwer to the like Queries in 1720, 
relating to this Province, faid, That their chief Trade 
Jay in the Exportation of Provifions and Lumber, and 
that they had no Manufaétures eftablifhed, their Cloath- 
ing and Utenfils for their Houfes being all imported 
from Great Britain. 


New Hampfhire. 

Mr. Belcher, Governor of New Hampfhire, in his 
Letter dated the fourth df December laft, informs us 
That the Woollen Manufafture of that Province 
was much lefs than formerly, the Common Lands on 
which the Sheep ufed to feed, being now divided into 
particular Properties, and the People almoft wholly 
cloathed with Woollen from Great Britain; that the 
manufafturing of Flax into Linnen (fome courfer, fome 
finer) daily encreas’d by the great Refort of People from 
Ireland into this Province, who are well skilled in that 
Bufinefs. 

And the chief Trade of this Province continued as 
for many Years paft in the Exportation of Naval Stores, 
Lumber and Fith. 


Maftachufet’s Bay in New England. 

Mr. Belcher, the prefent Governor of this Province, 
in Anfwer to the fame Queries which we fent him in 
‘Sune \aft, informs us, 

That there is a Refolve of the Affembly of that Pro- 
vice fubfifting, for allowing a Bounty of 20s. to all 
Perfons, and io s. more to ohn Powell the firft Under- 
taker, for every Piece of Duck or Canvas by them made 3 
but he does not give us any Account of the Quantity that 
has been made. 

He 
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He further fays, that there are fome other Manu fac- 
tures carry’d on there; as the making of brown Hollands 
for Women’s Wear, which leffens the Importation of 
Callicoes, and fome other Sorts of India Goods in that 
Province. 

That there are likewife fome fmal] Quantities of 
Cloth made of Linnen and Cotton for ordinary Shirting 
and Sheeting. , 

That about three Years ago, a Paper-Mil! was fet up, 
which makes to the Value of about 200/. Sterling per 
Annum. 

That there are feveral Forges for making Bar Iron, 
and fome Furnaces for Caft Iron, (or Hollow Ware) and 
one Slitting Mill, the Undertaker whereof carries on 
the Manufaéture of Nails. 

As to the Woollen Manufatture, Mr. Belcher fays, 
the Country People, who ufed formerly to make moft 
of their Cloathing out of their own Wooll, do not now 
make a third Part ‘of what they wear, but are moftly 
cloathed with Briti/; Manufa€tures. 

We are likewife inform’d by fome Letters of older 
Date, from Mr. Belcher, in Anfwer to our Annual! Que- 
ries, That there are fome few Copper Mines in this 
Province, but fo far diftant from Water-Carriage, and 
the Ore fo poor, that it is not worth the digging. 

Col. Dunbar, Surveyor-General of his Majetty’s Woods, 
in his Letter of September 15, 1720, takes Notice, that 
the People of New-England have an Advantage over 
thofe of Great Britain, in the Drawback for al! India 
and other Goods experted, which pay a Duty in Great 
Britain, and no Duty is paid upon importing them into 
the Plantations. He has likewife fent this Board feve- 
ral Samples of Edge Tools made in New England, and 
in his Letter to-our Secretary of the 4th of June, 721} 
he fays, they have fix Furnaces, and 19: Forges, for 
making Iron in New England. 

He alfo informs us in his Letter of the roth of Au- 
guft 1730, That in this Province many Ships are builé 
for the French and Spaniards, in Return for Rum, Mo- 
Jaffes, Wines, and Silks, which they truck there by Con- 
nivance. 

Thefe Informations have been in great Meafure con- 
firmed by Mr. Seremiah Dunbar, Deputy-Surveyor of 
the Woods; and alfo by Mr. Thomas Coram, a Perfon of 
Reputation, who refided many Years in New-England. 
To which they have added, that great Quantities of 
an Hate 
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Hats are made in New-England, of which the Company 
of Hatters of London have likewife lately complained to 
us: And Mr. ‘Jeremiah Dunbar further fays, that great 
Quantities of Hats made in that Province, are exported 
to Spain, Portugal, and our Weft-India Ifands, and that 
they make all Sorts of Iron Work for Shipping ; and 
that there are’ feveral Still-Houfes and Sugat-Bakers 
eftablifhed in New England. 





New York. 

Mr. Rip van Dam, Prefident of the Council of this 

Province, in his Letter of the 29th of Oétober Jaft, in- 
forms us, that there are no Manufaétures eftablifh’d 
there, that can affect the Manufactures of Great Bri- 
tain. 
. And as to the Trade and Navigation of the Province, 
he acquaints us, there is yearly imported into New 
York a very large Quantity of the Woollen Manufafture 
of this Kingdom for their Cloathing ; which they fhould 
be render’d uncapable to pay for, and reduced to the 
Neceflity of making for themfelves, if they were prohi- 
bited from receiving from the foreign Sugar Colonies 
the Money, Rum, Sugar,Molaffes, Cacao, Indico, Cot- 
ton, Wooll, &. which they at prefent take in Return 
for Provifions, Horfes, and Lumber, the Produce of 
that Province and New erfey, of which he affirms the 
Britifh Sugat Colonies do not take off above one Half. 

But the Company of Hatters of London have. fince in- 
formed us, that Hats are manufaftur’d in great Quanti- 
ties in this Province. 


. New Ferfey. ; 

Mr. Morris, who is at prefent Commander in. Chie 

of this Province alfo, has made no particular Return 
for the fame. 


Penfylvania. 

Major Gordon, Deputy-Governor of Pen/fylvania, in 
his Anfwer received the 24th of the laft Month, in- 
forms us, That he does not known of any Trade carry’d 
on in that Province that can be injurious to this King- 
dom, and that they do not export any Woollen or Lin- 
nen Manufaétures, all they make(which are of a courfer 
Sort) being for the Ufe of themfelves and Families. 

We are further inform’d, that in this’ Province are 
built many Brigantines and {mall Sloops, which they 
Fell to the Weft Indies. 

Rhode 
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Rhode Ifland. 

The Governor of Xiede Ifland, in his Anfwer to 
Queries dated the gth of November laft, informs us, 
That there are Iron Mines there, but not a 4th Part 
Iron enough to ferve their own Ufes; but he takes no 
Notice of any Sort of Manufaéture fet up there. 





Connesticut. 

We have no Return from the Governor of this Pro- 
vince ; but we find by fome Accounts, that the Produce 
of this Colony is Timber, Board, all Sorts of Englijk 
Grain, Hemp, Flax, Sheep, Cattle, Swine, Horles, 
Goats, and Tobacco, of which they export Horfes and 
Lumber to the Weft Indies, and receive in Return, Su- 
~ gar, Salt, Molaffes, and Rum. We likewife find, that 
their Manufa&tures are very inconfiderable ; the People 
there being generally employ’d in Tillage, fome few 
in Tanning, Shoe-making, and other Handicrafts ; others 
in Building, Joyners, Taylors, and Smiths Work, with- 
out which they could not fubfift. 


The Sugar Colonies, viz. Jamaica, Leeward Iflayds, and 


Barbadoes. 

By the laft Returns which we have had from thofe 
Iflands to our circular Queries, we do not find that they 
have any other Manufactures eftablifh’d, befides thofe 
of Sugar, Molaffes, Rum, and Indigo of their own 
Produce; thefe, with Cotton, Aloes, Piemento, and 
fome other Produétions of lefs Note, are their whole 
“ Dependance, which are Commodities no ways interfe- 
ring with the ManufaStures of this Kingdom. 

In the Year 1724, Mr. Worfley, then Governor of Bar- 
badoes, inform’d us, that of Cotton they made Ham- 
mocks, a few Stockings and Nets for Horfes. 


From the foregoing State it is obfervable, that there 
are more Trades carry’d on, and Manufattures fet up in 
the Provinces on the Continent of America to the North- 
ward of Virginia, prejudicial to the Trade and Manufac- 
tures of Great Britain, particularly in New England, 
than in any other of the Briti/h Colonies, which is not 
to be wonder’d at ; for their Soil, Climate, and Produce 
being pretty near the fame with ours, they have no 
Staple Commodities of their own Growth to exchange 
for our Manufaétures, which puts them under greater 
Neceflity, as well as under greater Temptation of pro- 
: viding 
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viding for themfelves at home. To which may be ad- 
ded in the Charter Government, the little Dependance 
they have upon their Mother Country, and confequent- 
Jy the fmall Reftraints they are under in any Matters 
detrimental to her Intereft. 

And therefore we would humbly beg Leave to report, 
and fubmit to the Wifdom of this Honourable Houfe, 
the Subftance of what we formerly propofed in our Re- 
port en the Silk, Linnen, and Woollen Manufaétures 
herein before recited ; namely, Whether it might not 
be expedient to give thefe Colonies proper Encourage- 
ments for turning their Induftry to fuch Manufa@tures 
and Produéts, as might be of Service to Great Britain, 
and more particularly to the Produétion of all Kinds of 
Naval Stores. 





é 


All which is humbly fabmitted. 


Whitehall, P. Dockminicque, 
Feb. 15, 1731-2 T. Pelham, 
Edward Aske, 
Orlando Bridgman, 
Fames Brudenel, 
Arthur Croft, 
Martin Bladen, 


The Second REPRESENTATION. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
in Parliament affembled. 


May it pleafe your Lordjhips, 

H's Majefty having been pleafed, in Confequence 

of your Lordfhips Addrefs of the 6th Day of May 
Jafl, to dire&t the Commiffioners for Trade and Planta- 
tions, to receive all fuch Propofals as fhould be laid 
before them, for preventing the pernicious Praétice of 
running of Wooll from England and Ireland, and to con- 
lider of and to propofe proper Methods for preventing 
the fame for the future, to be laid befsre your Lordthips 
in this Seffion of Parliament ; we did thereupon give 
publick Notice in the Gazette of the 12th of June aft, 
that we were ready to receive any Propofals, which 
fhould be made to us on this Head, from al) Perfons 
whatfoever. . 


Since 
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Since the Publication of this Advertifement, which 
was often repeated in the Gazette, and other publick 
Papers, we have been attended by feveral Perfuns, and 
imany Schemes have been tranfmitted to us from diffe- 
rent Parts of this Kingdom, and from Ireland; contain- 
ing various Propofals upon this Subjeét, forhe of which 
are come but very lately to our Hands; and it has been 
with great Satisfa€tion that we have obferved the Zeal 
with which fo many Perfons have applied themfelves 
to confider of proper Methods for putting a Stop to a 
Pra&tice fo very pernicious to the Trading Intereft of 
their Country. 

Thofe who feerh to have moft maturely confidered 
this Matter, concur in Opinion, that nothing can put 
fo effe&tual a Stop to this Evil, as the finding out forie 
certain Method of knowing the whole Quantity of Wool 
that may be in the Kingdom, whether in Warehoufes, 
or on theSheeps Back, and tracing it through the Hands 
of the Wool-Stapler, and all the Traders who deal in 
this Commodity, "till it fhall be finally wrought up by 
the Manufaéturer. 

In order to this, it has been propofed, that Ware- 
houfes fhould be ere&ted at the publick Expence in fuch 
Counties of England and Ireland, where confiderable 
Numbers of Sheep may be fed, or where the Woollen 
Manufa&ture may be carried on in any great Extent, 
into which the Wool of the two Kingdoms fhould be 
brought within a certain Number of Days after it is 
fhorn, in order to be afterwards tranfported under 

- proper Regulations from Ireland to England, and from 
oné County of England to another, in Proportion to 
the Demand that there may be for it among the Manu- 
faGturers. ‘ 

Others have propofed, That general Regifters fhould 
be eftablifhed in England and Ireland, for entring the 
exaét Number of Sheep and Lambs, with the yearly 
Quantity of Wool fhorn from them, of pulled from the 
Skins, togethér with the Names of all fuch as deal in 

_ this Commodity. 

In Addition to the Propofition for Publick Ware- 
houfes, it has been offered by another Hand, That ail 
the Wool produced in this Kingdom fhould be bought 
in the King’s Narhe at certain Prices, to be afcertained 
at a Medium upon the different Growths of Wool, for 
fo many. Years paft; and that the Produce of the firft 
Year’s Growth, and the Value of the Stock in Hand, 

; G fhould 
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fhould be paid for, by a fmall Land-Tax of Three-pense 
or Six-pence in the Pound, by which Means the Growers 
would receive ready Money for their Wool, which 
would be very beneficial both to Landlords and Tenants. 
But if this fhould be thought impraéticable, it is further 

ropofed by the fame Perfon, that Payment for the 
Wool may be poftponed, till it be fold in Part, or in 
the Whole, or that the Growers fliould be left at Li- 
berty to fell it themfelves to the Manufaéturers, pro- 
vided they deliver it to the Store-keeper, under proper 
Regulations. 

Many of the Propefers concur in Opinion, That the 
beft Method of preferving an exa&t Knowledge of the 
Wool in its Progreffion, from the firft Growers to the 
Manufafturer, will be to put it under the Infpeétion of 
the Officers of Excife, and different Methods have been 
fuggefted for putting this Propofal in Execution. 

i has been faid under the fame Head, That all Dea- 
lers in Wool may be obliged to enter the Warehoufes 
and Store-rooms, wherein they keep their Commodity, 
with the Excife Officer’ of their Divifion, into which 
the Officer fhould have free Admiffion at any Time, and 
no Wool fhould be brought into the Warehoufe before 
Notice be given of it to the Excife Officer, under a 
certain Penalty. | 

That every Owner of Sheep fhall give Notice when 
jhe intends to fhear his Flock, that the Officer may be 
rae to take an Account of the Number of Sheep, and 

eight of the Wool fhorn, and that every Felmonger 
may be obliged to inform the Officer of that Divifion of 
the Weight of the Wool which he fhall pull from Skins ; 
and in general, That all Dealers in Wool fhall be obliged 
to give an Account to their Excife Officer of all the 
Wool in their Poffefion, that no Woo! fhall be removed 
from Warehoufes fo entered, except by virtue of a Per- 
mit from the Excife Officer, to be renewed as often as 
the Wool fhall pafs from one Dealer to another, ’till 
it comes into the Hands of the Manufaéturer. 

It has been likewife fuggefted, That the Excife Officer 
may take a Bond from the firft Buyer, whereby he 
fhould oblige himfelf to manufa&ture the Wool he buys; 
but if the Purchafer be not a Manufafturer, that then 
Notice fhould be given to the Officer of the Divifion 
whenever the Wool fhould be re-fold, either in the 
Whole or in Part, and frefh Bonds be given by the Buyers, 
"cill the fame fhall be finally manufaftured ; _— 

ome 
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fome have thought, that for the better Security of this 
Matter, the Manufafturer fhould be obliged to make 
Oath, that he will manufaéture the Wool he buys. 

Without Doubt, the keeping Sight of the Woo! from 
the Time it is fhorn, ’till it is brought into the Hands 
of the laft Manufafturer, might greatly contribute to 
the putting a Stop to the Running of Wool : But al! the 
foregoing Propofals will probably be attended with a 
Multiplicity of Accounts, befides other Difficulties and 

t Expence : We would therefore humbly offer fome 
other Methods to your Lordfhips, which feem liable 
to fewer Difficulties, but may neverthelefs be very con- 
ducive to the Cure of this Grievance. 

With Regard to Great Britain, we would propofe, 
That the A&t 9 & 10 W. 3. now in Force in Kent and 
Suffex, entitled, An Aét for the Explanation and better 
Execution of former Acts, made againft the Tranfportation 
of Wool, Fullers Earth, and Scouring Clay, may be ex- 
tended to all Parts of the United Kingdom, within ten 
Miles of the Sea Coatfts. 

_. That no Wool be brought or imported from Ireland 

into this Kingdom, or Coaft-wife in England, except in 
Veffels regifiered and appointed folely for that Purpofe ; 
and that all Wool fhipped on board any other Velflel, 
fhall be liable to Seizure by the Captains of his Ma- 
jefty’s Ships of War, by the Commanders of the Regifter- 
Ships, the Cuftom-Houfe Officers, and Excife Officers, 
and by all other Perfons duly authorifed; and that 
Officers be appointed to put the Laws in Execution 
againft the Running of Wool, with ample Encourage- 
ment to the Informers eafily to be recovered, and pro- 
portionable Penalties laid on Offenders. 

But as every Thing that may be propofed for the 
Cure of this Evil in Great Britainonly, would be far 
from anfwering the Defign upon the Whole, uniefs 
proper Methods fhould at the fame Time be found to 
prevent the Exportation of Wool, and of Woollen Ma- 
nufaftures from Ireland to Foreign Parts: So, many of 
the fame Perfons who have confidered this Matter, 
with refpe& to Great Britain, have alfo extended their 

. Thoughts to Ireland.. 

And fome of them have propofed to apply the fore- 
going Expedient of County Warehoufes, General Regi- 
fters, and the Infpeftion of the Cuftom. Houfe Officers, 
as proper to be put in Praétice in Ireland, with thie 
G2 Addition, 
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Addition, that certain Staple-Towns fhould be appointed 
in that Kingdom for the Reception of Wool grown 
there, 

But we are of Opinion, That the moft likely Means, 
and moft attainable for thefe Purpofes, would be abfo- 
Jutely to prohibit the fhipping of Wool in Ireland, ex- 
cept in Ships and Veffels regiftered and appointed for 
tha. Service only, and no Wooel-Licenfes fhould be granted 
for th pping of Wool aboard any other Velffel. 

That the Explanatory Claufe contained in an A&@, 
affed in the rithand r2th of his late Majefty King 
Villiam, entitled, An Aét for continuing feveral Laws 
therein mentioned, and for explaining the Ait, envitled, 
Aan Abt to prevent the Exportation of Wool out of the 
Kingdoms of Ireland and England into Foreign Parts, and 
for tae Encouragement of the Woollen Manufattures in the 
Kingdom of England, whereby Leave was given to every 
Mariner or Paffenger on Board the Ship, to furnifh him- 
felf with the Woollen Manufatture of Ireland, to the 
Amount of gos. may be repealed: Since it is highly 
probable, that under this Pretence the Woollen Manu- 
faftures: of /reland firft found their Way to Foreign 
Markets in large Quantities. 

That the Captains of Englif; Men of War and Sloops, 
as well as the Commanders of the Regifter-Ships, and all 
Officers of his Majefty’s Cufloms and Excife, may be in- 
vetted with full Power and Authority to feize all Irifh 
Woollen Goods, which they fhall find on Board an Ship 
or Veffel whatfoever, and all Wool which fhall be found 
on Board of any other but the faid Regifter-Veffels. 

And thefe Provifions are the more neceffary, becaufe 
we have been credibly informed, that of late Years 
Britifh Merchants have given no fmall Encouragement 
to the Iri/h Woollen Manufaétures, by buving‘up, and 
exporting great Quantities from that Kingdom on their 
own Accounts to Foreign Parts. 

And provided an effe&tyal Stop could be put to the 
Exportation of Iri/h Woollen Manufa&tures, and of Irifh 
Wool to Foreign Parts, we fhould conceive, that it 
would be highly for the Benefit of Great Britain, freely 
and without Duties to admit the Importation of their 
Yarn, 

And in order to make this Benefit more extenfive, 
we would beg Leave to fubmit to your Lordfhips Confi- 
deration, whether it may not be proper to open all ae 
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of Ireland and England, for the Exportation and Impor- 
tation of Irifh Wool and Yarn; but more particularly 
the Ports of Gallway and London: For we are informed, 
that great Quantities of the beft Wool in Ireland, are 
produced within thirty Miles round that Town of 
Gallway, which is above 100 Miles diftant from any 
Sea-Port now open for the Exportation of Wool from 
that Kingdom; fo that the Land-Carriage in Ireland 
creates an Addition of about 6 per Cent. upon the prime 
Coft of the Wool, before it comes to any of the Ports 
from whence it can be fent to England, asthe Law now 
flands ; and in the fame Manner, the Charges of car- 
rying a Pack of Irifh Yarn from the Port of Briffol to 
Colchefter, or Norwich, has been computed to be no lefs 
than 5 per Cent, ata Medium, upon the prime Coft of 
the Yarn ; and the Charge of carrying a Pack of Iri/h 
Wool, between thofe Places, iscomputed at near 15 per 
€ent. upon the prime Coft of the Wool; which being 
impartially confidered, we conceive it will appear un- 
Yeafonable to your Lordfhips, that the Manufa&turers 
in one Part of the Kingdom fhould remain under the 
Neceflity of working up the IJri/h Wool and Yarn near 
10 per Cent, dearer than others: A Difficulty that would 
‘be entirely removed by opening the Port of London, 

which lies conveniently for fupplying the Manufa€turers 
of Effex, and of the adjacent Counties. 

Thefe are the principal Matters that have occurred 
to us upon this Enquiry, to which we would beg Leave 
to add, that thofe Provifions as fhall be approved of, 
and more particularly, what relates to the Regifler- 
Ships, may be extended to the Ifles Man, Guern/ey, Fer- 
fey, Alderney, and Sark. 


All which is humbly fubmitted to your 
Lordjhips great Wifdom. 





Whitehall, ' Weftmorland, 

Feb. 25, 1731-2 P. Docminique, 
T. Pelham, 
Edw. Afhe, 
M. Bladen, 
Orlando Bridgeman, 
Arthur Croft, 
James Brudenell. 


On 
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On the 2gth of November there was held a General 
Court of the Royal African Company of England, when 
the Sub-Governor acquainted the Court that they were 
called together for laying a State of the Company’s 
Affairs and Trade before them, which would appear 
from a Reprefentation prepared by the Court of Affiftants 
for that Purpofe. 

Then the faid Reprefentation was read, and was as 
follows, 





Hough it is a confiderable Time fince your Court 

of Affiftants had the Satisfa&tion of meeting you 

én a General Court ; yet they hope, from the Account 

of your Affairs, which is now to be laid before you, it 

will appear they have at no Time been wanting, either 
fin Care or Zeal for your Service. 

The State and Condition of the Company's Affairs 
about the Beginning of the Year 1725, cannot yet be 
forgot: A dead Charge of 20,000/. per Annum for the 
Support and Maintenance of your Forts and Settlements 
on the Coaft of Africa, your Trade to the Weft-Indies 
under very precarious and difcouraging Circumftances, 
a Debt here at home of near 100,000/. an almoft total 
Lofs of your Credit every where; and a general De- 
fpondency in thofe who wifhed well to your Affairs, 
make up a Part of the many Difficulties which your 
Court of Affiflants had then to ftruggle with. 

Supported, however, and encouraged by the Juftice 
and Equity of your Pretenfions to the Favour and En- 
conragement of the Publick, as well as by a firm Per- 
fuafion, that by taking proper Meafures, and fleadily 
purfuing the fame, the Company might by Degrees 
extricate themfelves out of all their Difficulties : Your 
Court of Affiftants chearfully undertook the Work, and 
the Progrefs which they have made in re-eftablifhing 
your Affairs, they hope will prove, though not equal 
to their Wifhes, yet not altogether unacceptable to 

ou. 

That which required their more immediate Confidera- 
tion, was, how and by what Means to pay off and 
fatisfy that great and heavy Debt, which the Company 
then owed: Many of thofe to whom Money was due 
being very necefitous, and all in general very uneafy 
at being kept out of their Money, without any Cer- 
tainty when they might depend upon being paid ; and 
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as your Court of Affiftants judged, that nothing could 
have been more unwelcome to the Adventurers than to 
have made a Call upon them fufficient to difcharge fuch 
a Debt; and as it would have been highly imprudent, 
if not inexcufable, in thofe te whom you had intrufted 
the Care and Management of your Affairs, to continue 
to carry on your Trade upon a lofing Foot; the only 
Courfe which your Court of Affiftlants had to take under 
fuch Circumflances, was, to put a Stop for fome Time 
to the buying and exporting of any more Goods, and by 
that Means to avoid as much as poflible the running 
further into Debt, and to appropriate all your Returns 
as they came home, towards the Payment and Satis- 
fa&tion of thofe Debts which lay then fo heavy upon the 
Company; the Refult thereof was, that in about two 
Yeats, and without putting you to any extraordinary 
Charge, your Court of Affiftants were enabled to make 
full Satisfa&tion to every Perfon who had any Demands 
on the Company. 

‘During this Interval, a fincere Regard and Concern 
for the Safety and Prefervation of this Trade to the Na- 
tion, as well as an earneft Defire of feeing your Affairs 
‘re-eftablifhed upon fuch a Foot, as that you might rea- 
fonably hope to reap fome Profit in future, for the 
many Loffes you had hitherto fuflained, were Motives 
fufficient to induce your Court of Affiftants humbly to 
beg Leave to lay the State and Condition of the Trade 
to Africa in general before his late Majefty, in order to 
the obtaining fuch Relief and Redrefs, in relation to the 
Hardfhips which this Company had long laboured under, 
as his Majefty in his Royal Wifdom fhould think fit. But 
your Conrt of Affiftants meeting with more and greater 
Difficulties at that Time in the Courfe of their Sol icita- 
tions on your Behalf, than could be foon removed; and 
the Charges for the Maintenance of your Forts and Set- ’ 
tlements in Africa, running ftill very high, without 
any Income to fupport or alleviate the fame; the next 
Thing which your Court of Affiftants thought incuth- 
bent on them to do, after having reduced the Salaries of 
the Court of Affiftants from 2700/. per Annum to 1000 !, 
per Annum,and the Number and Expence of your Officers 
and Servants at home from 20001. per Annum and upe- 
wards, to about 800/. per Ann. and leffened your 
Charges abroad very confiderably 5 was, to apply their 
Thoughts wholly to the Profecution of thofe Branches 
of your Trade, which ftill afforded fome Profpect of 

Advantage; 
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Advantage ; and by that Means to try, if not to turn 
the general Ballance in your Favour, if not to defray 
your whole Charges, yet, at leaft, to eafe you as much 
as in them lay of that great Burthen, which you were 
ftill unavoidably obliged to bear, until a more favoura- 
ble Opportunity fhould offer of making your Cafe better 
known, and of obtaining that Relief and Affiftance 

which you had fo long, though in vain, fought for. 
Purfuant to thofe Refolutions, your Court of Affiftants, 
about the Beginning of the Year 1727, made fundry new 
Regulations in your Trade. They had Reafon to believe, 
that Gold, Elephants Teeth, Beefwax, Dying Woods, 
Gums, and feveral other Commodities of great Ufe and 
Value, might be had in greater Quantities, as well as 
upon more eafy Terms, if fought for in the Inland 
Countries of Africa, than at the Sea Ports along the 
Coaft, where alone, they had hitherto been purchafed ; 
and therefore they ftriftly enjoined your Agents and 
Fa€tors in Africa to apply themfelves, in the firft 
Place, to the making Difcoveries, and improving the 
Trade towards the Inland Countries, in all its Branches, 
as much as in them lay. That Branch of the Negro 
Trade which confifts in fending Negro Slaves to the 
Wefi-Indies, they left entirely off, as being very chargea- 
ble, and attended with great Hazards and Uncertainties; 
but as they could not entirely leave off dealing in Ne- 
groes, without great Detriment to the other Branches 
of your Trade, they confined their Trade in them wholly 
to the Coaft of Africa, and by that Means put the fame 
on fuch a Foot as they were fure could not fail of yield. 
ing confiderable Profit. And as for the Charges abroad, 
they made feveral further Reduétions and Alterations, 
but more particularly with regard to the Salaries and 
Commiffions of your chief Agents and Faétors in Africas 
they entirely altered the old Eftablifhments, for inftead 
of allowing great Salaries and fmall Commiffions, they 
reduced the Salaries very confiderably, and made a pro- 
portionable Augmentation to their Commiffions, with 
this fpecial Provifo, That all Commiflions on Negroes 
fhould arife from, and be paid out of the clear Profits 
which they fhould make for the Company, upon the 
Sale and Difpofal of them again on the Coaft, and not 
otherwife. And, as this was the only Method which 
your Court of Affiftants could then propofe for enabling 
the Company to carry on any Trade with Advantage, 
they can with great Truth fay, that if it has not, as _ 
altos 
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altogether fucceeded, according to Expettation, it has 
been owing not to any Fault, or Want of Inclination in 
them to do all that lay in their Power for your Service, 
but to feveral other intervening Obflacles and Acci- 
dénts ; fuch as the Interruption given to your Trade on 
the North Coaft by the French, the Lofs of your Settle- 
ment in the River Sierraleone, (Anno 1728) with fun- , 
dry of your Effetts, Goods, and Stores, amounting to a 
confiderable Value, the Wars and Troubles. between the 
Sea Coaft and Inland Countries on the Gold Coaft ; the 
total Deftru@ion of the Kingdom of Whydah, and the 
Removal of almoft all Trade thereupon from your Fort 
in that Country, to other Places, Jc. But more-efpe- 
cially to two Things, which it has never yet been in the 
Power of your Court of Affiftants wholly to remedy 5 
that is to fay, to the Scantinefs of your Stock in Trade, 
at the Time when this Scheme was firft fet on Foot at 
home, and to the Want of a fufficient Number of honeft 
and able Servants to manage and conduft the fame 
abroad. 

As for the Value of your trading Stock when this 
Method was firft refolv’d upon, it confifted of fundry 
Goods then remaining in your Ware-houfes on the Coaft, 
many whereof, as has fince appear’d, were damaged, 
fundry unvendible and improper for the Trade, and all 
in general very much unforted: In feveral out{tanding 
Debts in the Weft-Indies, and elfewhere, moft of which 
came in, not only very flowly, but much fhort of what 
was expetted from them, by reafon of the great Lofs 
upon Returns in Sugar, and many not recovered to this 
Day 5 and in three {mall Ships or Veffels of fome Years 
flanding in‘the Trade; but what was moft difcouraging 





of all, at the very Time it was refolved to refume your 


Trade again, and to carry it on upon the new Foot, 
the Payment of your old Debts had entirely exhaufted 
your Treafury ; and your Court of Affiftants had no other 
Fund to have Recourfe to, but that little Stock of Credit 
and Reputation which the Company had acquired by 
ating in the Manner they had done by their former 
Creditors, 

Thefe and the like Difficulties and Difcouragemente, 
great as they were, yet were they not able to prevail 
upon your Court of Affiftants to relax in their Endea- 
vours for your Service: To them the Scheme agreed 
upon appear’d feafible and prafticable, and therefore res 
felved to try what could be Sa thereupon, They _ 
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and provided, with all poffible Expedition, eight new 
Ships, proper for the intended Trade, which, with the 
three old ones, they judg’d would be fufficient to begin 
with ; the Charges whereof to Sea amounted to above 
10,000/. In the Years 1727, 28, and 29, they fent 
upwards of 38,000]. out in Goods and Stores, in Order 
to affort your Warehoufes to carry on an Inland Trade, 
and to Keep up and inaintain your Forts and Settlements 
on the Coaft; and by all Opportunities they fent out 
fuch Orders and Inftru€tions for carrying on the faid 
Scheme of Trade, as they judged would moft effeétually 
anfwer the Ends propofed thereby ; but upon the whole, 
your Court of Affitants muft obferve, that mofl of 
thofe Outfets being made upon Credit, and your Servants 
in Africa failing to make Returns in any Degree fuita- 
ble to fuch large Exports from hence ; the only Thing 
which afforded your Court of Affiftants any Relief under 
fo great a Difappointment, and which, indeed, enabled 
them to go on with your Affairs, and faved the Repu- 
tation of the Company, was, the Money which came in 
by the Sale and Difpofal of 82,7391. 115. 44. of the 
Truft Stock in the Years 1728, and 293 and the only 
Satisfaftion which your Court of Affiftants had, after a 
Trial of three Years, was to obferve from the Books 
and Accounts that came home, that every Branch of 
your Trade, and particularly that of Negroes, as car- 
ry’don under the late Regulations, had yielded confide- 
rable Profit ; tho’ upon the whole, not near fufficient to 
anfwer and defray all the Charges which you were 
fiill neceffarily obliged to be at. 

Thus, Gentlemen, your Affairs flood about the Beginning 
of the Year 1730; ihe Scheme of Trade as it has been 
carry’d on for the three foregoing Years, had fucceedeqd 
in Part; fuch Gold, Elephants Teeth, Bees-Wax, and 
other Commodities as came home, anfwered very well 5 
and by the Accounts relating to the Negro Trade, it ap- 
pear’d, that inftead of lofing thereby, as you had done 
for near go Years before, you are confiderable Gainers 
upon the Ballance. And had your Agents and other 
Servants abroad, been able to have procured fufficient 
Quantities of Gold, and other dty Goods, to have freighted 
your Ships home with, and to have traded for larger 
Quantities of Negroes on the Coaft ; there is no Room 
to doubt, but that the Profits arifing therefrom, would 
not only have defray’d all your Charges, but would 
likewife have produced a Surplus fufficient to have made 
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a reafonable Dividend to the Adventurers. But it is 
with no fmall Concern, that your Court of Affillants 
are obliged to tell you, that whatever Endeavours they 
had ufed for that Purpofe, yet the Succes was by no 
Means anfwerable thereto. 

Difappointed however, as they were in this, as well 
as in many other Things; yet flill they had the Satis- 
faStion to refle&t, that as they had left no probable Way 
unattempted in the Way of Trade, in order to re-etta- 
blifh your Affairs, and promote your Intereft, fo poffi- 
bly, fuch a manifeft Proof of the Difficulties and Dif- 
couragements which every Branch of this Trade !abour’d 
under, might help to convince the Publick of the Ne- 
ceflity of taking the Company’s Cafe into Confideration, 
and of granting them fome fuitable Relief and Alffiftance. 
And here your Court of Affittants cannot but with the 
greateft Satisfaftion own, that their Hopes were fo far 
from being ill grounded, that they fhall ever look upon 
the Succefs and Encouragement, which the Company 
met with upon this Occafion, asa fufficient Recompence 
for all the Pains they had hitherto taken, in the Ma- 
nagement of your Affairs: For tho’ the Company con- 
tinu’d ftill to have many Enemies, and tho’ many Mif- 
reprefentations were daily thrown out againft them ; 
yet fo good and indulgent was the Hon. the Houfe of 
Commons, fo fenfible of the Importance of this Trade 
to the Kingdom, and fo warm in their Inclinations as 
well for the Prefervation of the Trade in general, as for 
os all due Satisfa&tion and Encouragement to the 
everal Parties concern’d therein ; that upon the hum- 
ble Application of the Company, they were pleafed to 
appoint feveral Days for taking the State of the (aid 
Trade into Confideration ; they were pleafed, with the 
‘greateft Patience and Indulgence, to allow a full and 
free Hearing to all the Parties concern’d therein ; and 
fo fenfible was that great and honourable Affembly, of 
the Importance of the Trade on one Hand, and fo cau- 
tious of giving the leaft Check or Difcouragement to 
the fame, that they voted, That it fhould always con- 
tinue free and open to all his Majefty’s Subjetts ; and 
that no Duty or Impofition fhould ever be laid on the 
fame ; and fo fully were they convinced, on the other 
Hand, of the Ufefulnefs and Expediency of Forts and 
Settlements on the Coaft of Africa, and of the Juftice 
and Equity of relieving and aflifting the Company, that 
they were pleafed to grant the Sum of 10,000/. to be 
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apply’d towards enabling them to keep up and main- 
tain their faid Forts and Settlements. His Majefty, who 
was alfo moft gracioufly pleafed to recommend your 
Cafe to the Hon. Houfe of Commons, did likewife, upon 
the humble Suit and Application of the Company, di- 
re&t the Payment of the faid Sum of 10,coo/. and in 
the fame Manner you have alfo been honour’d with the 
Royal Recommendation, and with the Aid and Encou- 
ragement of the Parliament every Year fince. 

After all the Care and Precaution that had been taken 
in your Affairs, before any Application was made to 
Parliament, but more-efpecially after the obtaining the 
above-mention’d Aid and Encouragement from the Le- 
giflature, your Court of Affiftants muft freely own, that 
it was very natural for the Proprietors of the Stock to 
expe&t to have reaped fome Benefit and Advantage from 
the Trade before this Time: But in order to fatisfy you, 
as to the Part which your Court of Affiftants have aéted 
fince, as well as to acquaint you with the true Reafons of 
this Delay, they hope you will give them Leave, in the 
next Place, to proceed to lay before you the feveral Mea- 
fures they have taken for your Service, fince the Par- 
liament was pleafed to grant the faid Allowance ; and 
then to acquaint you, in as particular a Manner as they 
can, with the prefent Situation and State of your Affairs. 

As for the Meafures which have been taken fince the 
Parliamentary Allowance was firft granted, they confift 
chiefly of thefe Particulars, viz. in the providing and 
fending out fufficient Numbers of Recruits of Tradef- 
men, Artificers and Soldiers, for keeping up your Efta- 
blifhments on the Coaft, purfuant to the Eftimates deli- 
ver’d in to the Hon. Houfe of Commons ; in providing 
and fupplying your Forts and Settlements with all Sorts 
of Stores, Ammunition, and Provifions, neceflary for 
their Support and Defence ; in entertaining the ableft 
and beft qualify’d Perfons that could be met with, for 
managing and conduéting your Trade in Africas in 
contriving the moft proper Methods for keeping your 
Accounts, as well in Order to fee what Branches of your 
Trade are profitable or unprofitable, and confequently 
fit to be encouraged or difcontinu’d, and what Places 
are beft fituated for Trade, and which of your Servants 
are moft induftrious in promoting your Intereft ; as to 
diftinguifh exaétly between the Charges of your Forts 
and Settlements, and thofe which ought to be placed to 
the A:count of Trade : In building and fitting out fun- 
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dry new Ships and Veffels for the better and more effec- 
tually carrying on your Trade, to all Parts along the 
Coaft, as well as into the Inland Countries, by the 
Means of Navigable Rivers, and more particularly up 
the River Gambia, which is navigable for fmal! Veffels 
above 300 Leagues: And laftly, in providing fundry 
Jarge and valuable Cargoes, of the choiceft Goods and 
Merchandize, for afforting your Warehoufes, and ena- 
bling your Servants to extend and improve your Trade 
every Way, as much as poffible: The Coft and Charge 
of all which, in England, from the 24th of June 1720, 
to the 3:ft of December 1731, amounts to upwards of 
50,000/, Sterling: From all which, your Court of Af- 
fiftants tannot but obferve, that had your Agents and 
other Servants abroad, faithfully done their Duty to 
the Company, in their feveral Stations, and kept your 
Books and Accounts in the Manner they were direéted, 
and in all other Matters carefully obferved the feveral 
Regulations, Orders, and Inftruf&tions, which your 
Court of Affiftants prefcribed to them, in the ftrongeft 
and moft exprefs Terms, there is no Room to doubt, but 
that the Trade would have fully anfwer’d all our Ex- 
pectations before this Time ; and your Court of Affif- 
tants would have had the further Pleafure of being able 
to have Jaid before you a much more fatisfattory and 
compleat Account of the prefent State and Condition of 
your Affairs than they can as yet poffibly do. 

From our Agents at Gambia, they have, indeed, re- 
ceived four Sets of Books, faid to be made up and bal- 
Janced to the 31ft Day of Decemder 17313 but they are 
kept in fo confufed and irregular a Manner, and with 
fo little Regard to the Orders and InftruGtions fent out 
to them for that Purpofe, that your Court of Affiftants 
have been obliged to employ feveral Hands here at 
home, for many Months paft, in order to methodize and 
to form regular Sets of Books, made up and ballanced to 
the latt Day of December 1731, as they had Reafon to 
expeét ; they have lately received nothing but a Watite- 
Book of their Trade and Tranfaftions, from the 20th of 
Sune 1730, to the 31ft of December 1731, with other 
Accounts and Papers relating thereto, in order to have 





. regular Journals and Ledgers formed and made up from 


them here at home ; which are now likewife in Hand, 
and carrying on with all the Expedition that is poflible : 
But in the mean Time, and until the Books and Ac- 
gounts which are now come homie, can be brought up 
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and ballanced, they muft be obliged to comprize what 
they have further to acquaint you with, in Relation fo 
the prefent State and Condition of your Affairs, under 
the following Heads and Particulars. 

And firft, with regard to the State of the prefent 
transferrable Stock ; they are to acquaint you, that of 
the Sum of 272,739/. ris. 4d. of the new Stock, which 
was placed to the Names of fundry Truftees, by Order 
of the General Court held the 234 Day of March, 
1726-7, no Part thereof hath been fold and difpofed of 
fince the Year 17293 and in the Years 1728 and 1729, 
no more than theSum of 82,739 /. 11s. 4.4. as before- 
mentioned ; fo that there remains ftill in the Names of 
the faid Truftees 190,000 /. Stock, not yet difpofed of: 
And the whole Amount of the transferrable Stock, ac- 
cording to the Accounts formerly laid before you, fhould 
have been no more than 210,000/. But your Court of 
Affiftants muft obferve, that in the Month of une 1731, 
it came to be difcovered, that one Amos Stocker, wha 
had been intrufted with the Care of your Transfer Books 
for feveral Years before the Year 1727, as well as after ; 
and who had always bore a fair Charafter, and was re- 
puted to be a Perfon in good Circumftances, had, in 
feveral refpe&ts, grofly abufed the Truft repofed in him ; 
partly by giving in a wrong Account of the State of 
the Stock in the Year 1727, the better to cover his for- 
mer ill Pra€tices; and partly by making, or permitting 
others to make fundry fiétitious Transfers fince, to the 
Prejudice of the Company ; fo that upon making up 
the Stock Books in Fuly and Mugu? 1731, it appeared, 
that the Transferrable Stock amounted to 19,985 /. 13s. 
7 4. more than it ought to have done, according to the 
Accounts formerly by him delivered in. Mr. Edward 
Sparke, your prefent Accountant, having firft privately 
acquainted fome Gentlemen of your Court of Affiftants 
with this Difcovery, and you further, that the faid 
Stocker had made him an Offer of 5002. to conceal the 
fame; and it being apprehended, that without ufing 
great Caution in fuch an Affair, the faid Stocker might 
withdraw himfelf from your Service, and perhaps leave 
the Kingdom, as fome others under the like Circum- 
ftances have done fince ; Mr. Sparke had Dire&tions to 
take the faid 500). in order to keep him from fufpeéting 
that any fuch Difcovery had been made, ’till Meafures 
could be concerted for fecuring his Perfon, and obliging 
him to make the utmott Satisfaction he could, for the 
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Wrong he had done the Company ; and accordingly being 
arrefted on the 7th Day of Fuly, 1731, at the Suit of the 
Company, in an A€tion of 10,00c7/. his Perfon was 
thereupon fecured ; and being feveral Times examined 
by fundry Gentlemen of your Court of Affiftants, he at 
Jaft confeffed the whole Affair, and offered to make over 
what Eftate and Effetts he had to the Company, and to 
give his Bond and Judgment for whatever fhould appear 
due to them upon the Ballance ; which being the ut- 
moft your Court of Affiftants could doin fo unhappy an 
A@air, they agreed to accept the fame ; and accordingly, 
upon his paying down 1603 /. 4s. 9d. in Money (the 
gool, paid to Mr. Sparke as above-mentioned, being 
taken as Part thereof) and making over an Eftate in 
Somerfetfhire to the Company, which came to him by 
Inheritance, and which thas been fince fold for 22007. 
and giving this Bond and Judgment for the Ballance of 
what he was charged with in Account, the AStion 
againft him was withdrawn. Your Court of Affiftants 
will only obferve further upon this Head, that as the 
Money which had been received on this Account, has 
been already partly applied towards the buying in and 
replacing fuch Steck, and the reft is intended to be 
applied to the fameUfe, as well as fome other Monies, 
which they doubt not but to recover from fome Perfons 
who they have Reafon to fufpeét were in Confederacy 
with him ; fo, when all tnefe Matters are fettled and 
adjufted, the whole of your transferrable Steck wil! then 
be confiderably under 220,000 /. and the Lofs, upon the 
Whole, will not be very confiderable. 

As for what concerns your other Affairs, your Court 
of Affiftants can only inform you in general, that be- 
fides your Forts and Settlements which certainly are of 
a wery confiderable Value ; it is computed, that your 
Eftate in Goods, Merchandize, Negroes, Debts, Gc. 
at this Time on the Cozft of Africa, amounts to upwards 
of 120,c007. that Country Money: That your Eftate 
in Shipping, in Goods and Merchandize, now on the 
Way to Africa; in Goods for Exportation, and in fundry 
recoverable Debts in the Weft Indies, and other Places, 
amounts to upwards of 30,0001. Sterling: That the 
Company owes at this Time upon Bond 27,000/. that 
all your Debts due to Tradefmen and others do not 
exceed 10,0007. And laftly, that they have Grownds to 
believe, by the Trade which was made on your Ac- 
count, from the 41ft of December 1729, to the 21ft of 
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December 1731, you gained upwards of twenty thoufand $ 
from all which Particulars, though your Court of 
Affiftants have Reafon to think, that upon a general 
Ballance, it will be found, that the Allewance granted 
by Parliament, together with the Profit made by the 
two laft Years Trade, ending the 31ft of December, 1731, 
will more than defray all your Charges at home and 
abroad; yet they cannot think themfelves fufficiently 
warranted, to propofe the declaring of any Dividend 
until all your Books can be brought up to that Time; 
and that it fhall thereby more certainly appear what 
Profit has been made over and above all your Charges, 
and confequently what Dividend may be fafely refolved 
upon: And all that your Court of Affiftants can fay 
further in relation to this Affair, is, only to affure you, 
that as foon as thofe Accounts are fettled and adjufted, 
they will not fail to call you together, and to acquaint 
you with the Refult. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Court of Affiftants having thus acquainted you 
with their Proceedings for feveral Years paft, with the 
many Difficulties and Difcouragements which they 
have had to ftruggle with; with the Succefs of their 
Application to Parliament in your Behalf; with the 
feveral Steps and Meafures they have all along taken, as 
_ well for retrenching all unnecefflary Expences, as for 
making your Trade as profitable to the Company as 
poflible: And laftly, with the Reafons which induced 
them to think, that in the Way your Trade is, and has 
been carried on for fome Time paft, fome Profit has 
already been made over and above all your Charges ; 
they hope you will not fet the lefs Value on their Ser- 
vices, if they take the Liberty to tell you further, 
that had they not all along very frequently affifted the 
Company with their own Monies, as well as borrowed 
confiderable Sums of others on their own private and 
perfenal Security, to anfwer your neceflary Occafions ; 
it had been impoflible for them, with the Stock which 
you had in Trade, and under the many repeated Dif- 
appointments which they met with from Abroad, 
to have fupported your Credit, and to have made that 
Progrefs in re-eftablifhing your Affairs, which they 
have done. 

This Reprefentation being already drawn out to fo 
great a Length, your Court of Affiftants will only take 
Leave‘to mention two or three Things more 3 which, 
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as they conceive, are of the utmoft Importance for your 
Intereft ; and therefore will deferve your moft ferious 
Confideration. 

One is this; Your Trade is now upon a good Foot 
you have a fufiicient Number of Ships and Velffels of 
yourown; your Warehoufes on the Gold Coaft, and at 
Whydah, are well ftocked with Goods, and towards ena- 
bling the Company to defray the Charges of their Foris 
and Settlements, they are indulged with a handfome 
Allowance¢ from the Publick; but then, to improve this 
promifing Situation of your Affairs to the beft Advan- 
tage, your Court of Affiftants beg Leave to obferve, 
that it will be abfolutely neceflary that every Branch 
of Trade, and more efpecially that up the River Gambia, 
and towards the Inland Countries of Africa, fhould be 
carried on, enlarged, and profecuted with the utmoft 
Vigour; and that this cannot be done effeftually, and 
as it ought to be, but by your enabling your Court of 
Affiftants to raife fuch further Sum or Sums of Money 
as fhall be requifite for that Purpofe. 

Another Affair of no lefs Importance to the Profperity 
of the Company is this ; A new, and very advantageous 
Scheme, or Branch of Trade, hath lately been propofed 
to fome of your Court of Affiftants for increafing your 
Returns from Africa, with much Certainty, and to a 
very confiderable Extent ; and it is, as they are affured, 
very practicable, and confequently well worthy of the 
utmoft Encouragement you can give it. But your Court 
of Affiftants are further informed, that this Scheme, 
and the Advantages attending the fame, cannot be ob- 
tained for the Company without a confiderable Charge 
and Expence $ and when it is obtained, that it will re- 
guire a large Sum of Money wherewith to carry it on, 

Your Court of Affiftants wifh they could be more 
particular upon this Head; but being affured that the 
Succefs of the whole Affair does, in a great Meafure, de- 
pend upon its being kept private for fome fhort Time 
longer, they muft content themfelves with telling you 
at prefent, that in order to enlarge and profecute the 
feveral Branches of your Trade, a§ above-mentioned, 
and to put this new Schemte of Trade in Execution, will 
require the Sum of 100,000/. in Addition to your pre- 
fent Stock in Trade. 

And as there ig no Time to be loft in making all 
due Preparations in Affairs of this Confequence, your 
Court of Affiflants cannot but hope, that after all the 
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Care and Pains they have hitherto taken for retrieving 
your Affairs, you will think it for your Intereft to join, 
afift, and concur with them in all proper Meafures, as 
well for the introducing and carrying on of fuch a new 
and advantageous Scheme of Trade, as for prefecuting 
all the prefent Branches of Trade in the beft and moft 
advantageous Manner: And as there is an eafy Way of 
anfwering all thefe Purpofes, and which, with your 
Aififtance cannot fail of fucceeding, they hope you will 
give them Leave to propofe the fame to you as 
follows. 

Firft, That in order to raife fuch Sum or Sums of 
Money as fhall be requifite for enlarging and carrying 
on the Company’s Trade in all its Branches, tooo Bonds 
of 100 /. each, amounting in the whole to 1090,000/. 
numbered from N° 1. to N® 1000. fucceflively, and 
marked, dated and payable, as follows, be iffued out 
under the Common Seal of this Company, to fuch Per- 
fons as fhall be willing to lend Money upon them, 
and that the faid Bonds do carry Intereft at and after 
the Rate of 4 per Cent. and that the Intereft be paid 
Half-yearly. 

Secondly, That in order to enable the Company to 
enlarge and carry on all the prefent Branches of their 
Trade with the utmoft Vigour, 200 of the faid Bonds, 
amounting in the whole to 20,0007. be numbered, from 
N° 1. to N° 200. that they be marked with the Letter 
A. and dated the 31ft Day of December next, and made 
payable the 31ft Day of December, 1734. 

Thirdly, That in cafe any new advantageous Scheme 
or Method of Trade, whereby this Company fhall be © 
enabled to enlarge their Returns from Africa, fhall take 
Effeé&t, the'remaining 8cc Bonds of 1007. each, amount- 
ing to 80,cco/. be made out, marked and dated, and 
Money raifed upon them, in fuch Manner, and by fuch 
Proportions as the Company’s Affairs fhall require, and 
as this General Court fhall from Time to Time direé&t 
and approve of, and not otherwife. 

Fourthly, That no other Bonds whatfoever under this 
Company’s Seal fhall be made or iffued out until all 
fuch Bonds as aforefaid fhall be fully paid off and dif- 
charged: And further, That fuch of the Company’s 
Bonds as are now out, be paid off as they fhall become 
due, and then immediately cancelled. 

Fifthly, That as a Collateral Security for the Payment 
6f the 20,0007, in Bonds, which are to. bear Date the 
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31ft Day of December next, fuch of the Proprietors as 
fhall think fit, do declare on or before the 15th Day ef 
December next, what Sum or Sums they will be willing 
to contribute, if required, towards the paying off the 
faid 20,0007. in Bonds when they fhall become due ; 
that they be allowed and paid a Premium of 1 per Cent. 
for fuch Sums as they fhall oblige themfelves to con- 
tribute : That 10 per Cent. of the Money fo to be pro- 
vided, be paid down, and that Intereft after the Rate of 
4 per Cent. be allowed and paid for the faid Depofite 
Money, and for all fuch further Sum or Sums as thal 
be hereafter advanced fur this Purpofe, if any, until 
they fhall be repaid. 

Sixthly, That in order to the obtaining and gaining of 
any new Advantage or Advantages in the Way of Trade, 
whereby this Company {hall be enabled to enlarge their 
Trade to, and to afcertain proportionable Returns from 
Africa, and for defraying the Charges and Expences 
which may attend the fame, the Court of Affiftants be 
empowered to take fuch Meafures, and to make and con- 
clude fuch Agreement or Agreements with any Perfon 
or Perfons whatfoever, as they fhall think fit; and in 
all Matters and Things whatfoever, tu a€t and do in as 
full, ample, and effe€tual a Manner as this General 
Court could or might do, for enlarging the Trade and 
advancing the Intereft of this Company. 

By this Method your Court of Affiftants conceive your 
Affairs may be put into a very flourifhing Condition ; 
and the feveral Sums of Money which will be wanted 
for carrying on your Bufinefs in all its Branches, may 
be raifed on the Company’s Bonds with great Eafe, and 
without any Hazard to any Body s but whether you 
will be of the fame Opinion, and how far you will 
think fit to favour and encourage thefe Propofals, are 
Matters which they muft now fubmit to your Confi- 
deration, 

After which, it was unanimoufly agreed to give the 
Thanks of that Court to the Court of Affiftants, for the 
great Care and Pains which they had taken in the Ma- 
nagement of the Company’s Affairs. And then they 
came to the following Refolutions. 

I. Refolved, That in order te enable the Company fo 
enlarge and carry on all the prefent Branches of their 
Trade with the utmoft Vigour, 200 Bonds of 100/. each, 
amounting in the whole 20,000/. be iffued out under 
the Common Seal of this Company, to fuch Perfons as 
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fhall be willing to lend Money upon them ; the faid 
Bonds to bear Date the 31ft Day of December next, and 
payable the 31ft Day of December, 1734, and to carry 
Intereft after’ the Rate of 4 per Cent, per Ann. to be 
paid Half-yearly, 

II. Refolved, That fuch of the Proprietors of thig 
Company as fhall be willing to take all or any of the 
faid Bonds, fhall have the Preference of any other Per- 
fons, provided they give Notice at the Secretary’s Office 
on or before the 15th Day of December next, what 
Number they will take of the faid Bonds, and pay down 
5 per Cent. in Part. 

III. Refolved, That in cafe any new and advantageous 
Scheme, or Method of Trade, whereby this Company 
thall be enabled to enlarge their Returns from Africa, 
thal] take Effe&t, 800 Bonds of 1007. each, amounting 
to the further Sum of 80,0007. be made out, marked 
and dated, and Money raifed upon them, in fuch Man- 
ner and b¥ fuch Proportions as the Company’s Affairs 
fhall require, and as a General Court fhall from Time 
to Time direét and approve of, and not otherwife, 

IV. Refolved, That no other Bonds whatfoever, under 
this Company’s Seal, fhal! be made or iffued out, until 
all fuch Bonds, as aforefaid, thal! be fully paid off and 
difcharged: And further, that fuch of the Company’s 
Bonds as are now out, be paid off as they fhall become 
due, and then immediately cancelled. 

V. Refolued, That as a Collateral Security for the 
Payment of the 20,0007. in Bonds, which are to bear 
Date the 31ft Day of December next, fuch of the Pro- 
prietors as fhall think fit, do declare, on or before the 
15th Day of December next, what Sum or Sums they 
will be willing to contribute, if required, towards the 
paying off che faid 20,0007. in Bonds, when they fhall 
become due: That they be allowed and paid 2 Premium 
of 1 per Cent. for fuch Sums as they fhall oblige them- 
felves to contribute: That 10 per Cent. of the Money, 
fo to be provided, be paid down; and that Intereft, 
after the Rate of 4 per Cent. be allowed and paid for 
the fuid Depofir Money, and for all fuch further Sum 
or Sums as fhall be hereafter advanced for this Purpofe, 
if anv, until they fhall be repaid again. 

VI. Refolved, That in order to the obtaining and 
gaining of any new Advantage, or Advantages, in the 
Way of Trade, whereby this Company fhall be enabled 
fO enlarge their Trade to, and to afcertain proportiona- 
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ble Returns from Africa, and for defraying the Charges 
and Expences which may attend the fame, the Court 
of Affiftants be empowered, and they are hereby em- 
powered to take fuch Meafures, and to make and con- 
clude fuch Agreement or Agreements with any Perfon 
or Perfons whatfoever, as they fhall think ft; and in 
all Matters and Things whatfoever, to aét and doin ag 
full, ample, and effectual Manner, as this General Court 
could, or might do, for enlarging the Trade, and ad- 
vancing the Intereft of this Company. 

VII. Refalued, That no Part of the 190,000/. Stock 
vefted in Truftees for the Ufe of the Company, be dif- 
pofed of without the Order of a General Court. And 
then the Court adjourned, 


On the 17th of ‘Zanuary came on the EleStion of Go« 
vernors of the faid Company, when were chofen 
The King’s moft Excellent Majefty, Governor. 
Sir Bydye Lake, Bart. Sub-Governor. 
Charles Hayes, Efq,; Deputy-Governor. 
And next Day the following Gentlemen were choftn 
to be the Court of Affiftants, viz. 


Solomon Afhley, Efq; 

* Mr. Peter Affelin, 
Thomas Bradfhaw, Efqs 
Fofeph Bradfhaw, Efq; 
‘John Baker, Efq; 

* Mr. Thomas Bird, 
Thomas Bodicoate, Efq; 
Fohn Bodicoate, Efq; 
Francis Boteler, Efq; 

* Mr. John Garr, 
Chriftian Cole, Efqs; 
Robert Cruikjhank, Efqs 





* Mr. Sohn Dale, 
Daniel Finch, Efqs 
John Gafcoyne, Efqs 

* Mr. ‘John Goddard, 
* Mr. Edward Fa/per, 
‘John Laroche, Efq; 
Charles Lloyd, Efq; 
Henry Parfons, Efqs 
Benjamin Periam, Eq 
Thomas Revell, Efqs3 
Fohn Thomfon, Efqs; 
Philip Wilkinfon, Efgs 


N. B. Thofe marked with * were not of the late 
Court of Affiftants. 


On the 13th of September, a certain Number of Gen- 
tlentlemen waited on the Direétors of the Ea/?-India 
Company, and voluntarily fubfcribed 240,000]. at 
3 per Cent. Intereft, for which Sum the Company iffued 
Bonds at Michaelmas \aft, when the Money was paid in 
at 3 per Cent. for 12 Months, payable at fix Months 
Notice. . ; 
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On the zoth was held a General Court of the faid 
Company, when Sir Matthew Decker from the Chair, 
acquainted them, that the Court of Direétors had re- 
ceived three feveral Schemes for the Reduttion of the 
Intereft on the Company’s Bonds, but that they thought 
them impratticable 5 and that having received Intelli- 
gence of a Probability of the Bank’s advancing Money 
to the Company at a low Intereft, they had made Ap- 
plication to the Bank Direftors, but that they refufed 
to lend them any Money under 4 per Cent. Then he 
acquainted them of their having taken the above Sub- 
{cription for 240,000/. and that fome other Gentlemen 
were defirous to fubfcribe 285,000/. more at 3 per 
Cent. 

After this, there were long Debates about the Reduc- 
tion of the Intereft on their Bonds, and at laft the Que- 
ftion was put, whether a Reduétion fhould be made ? 
which was carry’d inthe Afirmative. Then another 
Queftion was put in Subftance thus, That Notice fhould 
be given to the Poffeffors.of the Company’s Bonds, to 
come and receive, on the 31ft of March next, the Prin- 
cipal and Intereft then due, and that they fhould have a 
Liberty to exchange them for Bonds carrying 3 per Cent. 
Entereft, payable in 18 Months, which Queftion occa- 
fion’d a new Debate, and it was refolved to have it de- 
termin’d by a Ballot: Accordingly the Queftion was 
ballot for, and the Ballot was clofed on the 26th, when 
the Numbers flood as follows, viz, 

For the Queftion 185: 
Againft it 147. 

And next Day the fame was reported to the General 
Court, when the Redu&tion of the Intereft on their 
Bonds to 3 per Cent. was accordingly refolv’d on: And 
an Advertifement was foon after publifh’d, for giving 
Notice to their Bond Creditors, that they were to pay 
them the principal and Intereft that would be due on 
their Bonds on the 31ft of March next; but that the 
Poffeffors being by their Refolution entitled to a Prefe- 
rence of Jending the Company at 3 per Cent. they fhould 
have till the 31ft of Oéfoder then next, to bring in their 
Bonds to be exchanged for others carrying 3 per Cent. 
from the 30th of September then inftant, payable in 18 
Months, and that sos, per Cent. would be paid them, 
asa Premium, in lieu of the Six Months Notice. 

This Refolution ‘and Advertifement occafion’d a great 
Alarm among the Poffeffors of their Bonds; and the 
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very next Day an Advertifement was publithed fignify- 
ing, That feveral large Proprietors ot India Bonds de- 
fired that the Perfens interefted in fuch Bonds would 
‘give them a Meeting at the Fleece Tavern in Cornhill, 
on the 5th of Offover then next, at 11 o’Clock, to confi- 
der what was proper to be done for their Intereft. And 
at Bottom they requefted the faid Bond Proprietors, not 
to receive the Intereft to be due at Michaelmas, on their 
Bonds, till after the faid Meeting. At which it was 
unanimoully refolved, 

iit, Not to carry in their 4 per Cent. Bonds to be 
marked or exchanged on or before the 3i1ft of that In- 
ftant Oétober, for new Bonds carrying 3 per Cent. Inte- 
reft. : 

adly, To meet again at the fame Place, on the 8th of 
November then next, to confider further of Meafures 
proper to be taken in fupport of the foregoing Refolu- 
tion. 

And the fame Requeft to the Bondholders was again 
new’d. 

Moft of the Bondholders joined together in this Affo- 
ciation, which made the Proprietors of the Ea/?-India 
Company begin to think of altering their Meafures, 
and therefore at the next General Court, which was 
held on the 3d Day of November, they unanimoufly 
agreed to leave it to the Court of Direftors, to agree 
with the Bondholders on fuch Terms as they fhould 
think proper. In purfuance of which, the Direétors 
came to a Refolution, to allow the Bondholders 3 anda 
Half per Cent. Intereft, and gave them to the isth of 
December to come in and exchange their Bonds, for new 
Bonds bearing an Intereft of 3 and a Half per Cent. from 
the faid 31ft of March next. 

In the mean Time, the Bondholders met according to 
Appointment, on the 8th of November, and a Propofi- 
tion was made, that a Committee might be appointed to 
treat with the Court of Direétors ; but it was rejeéted, 
and a Refolution made not to accept of the 2 and a Half 
per Cent. Intereft, but to infift upon 4 per Cent. and 
fome Perfons even began to think of infiQing upon a 
higher Intereft : They alfo refolved to meet again upon 
Notice by Advertifement in the News Papers, in Order 
to fupport the former Refolution. Accordingly they 
met again on the 30th of November, and refolved to 
abide by their former Refolution of infifling upon 4 per 
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€ent. and further they refolved, not to receive any Pay- 
ment but in ready Specie. 

After which, they agreed to meet again upon the 13th 
of December, which they did, and confirmed their for- 
mer Refolutions, and agreed to meet again on the 1oth 
of ‘fanuary 5 but this latt Meeting was not fo numerous 
as the former, feveral confiderable Bondholders having 
refolved to accept of the 3 anda Half per Cent. and be- 
fore the 15th at Night fo many Bonds were carry’d in 
and exchanged, as comprifed the Difpute, 

On the 8th Day of September laft, was held a General 
Court of the South-Sea Company, when after reading 
the Minutes of the laft General Court, Sir ohn Eyles, 
Baronet, the Sub-Governor, acquainted the Court with 
the Steps taken in Relation to the Choice of the 
Committee for infpeéting the Company’s Accounts ; 
and that of the faid Committee, feveral Gentlemen had de- 
clined a&ting, and that not more than five had ever met, 
whereas, by the Refolution of the former Court, feven 
were ‘requifite to make a Quorum; on which a Motion 
being made for reducing the Quorum of the faid Com- 
mittee from feven to five, it was agreed to. 

And a Motion was then made, That it fhould be the 
Requeft of the General Court, that the Committee fhould 
proceed upon Bufinefs ; which being fupported, and 
much preffed by Sir ohn Eyles and-others, who fignify’d 
that it would be a Satisfaf&tion to the Gentlemen in the 
Dire&tion, as well as the Proprietors in general, the 
fame was agreed to nem. con. 

Then a State of the Bonds was read and deliver’d to 
the Court, whereby it appeared, That upwards of feven 
jhundred thoufand Pounds had been paid off, and that 
above two hundred thoufand Pounds, not then brought 
in, were ready to be paid off as foon as prefented for 
that Purpofe. 

The Court of Direftors of the faid Company having 
received Advice, that their Faétors in the Weft-Indies 
had had Notice given them to depart from thence in two 
Months, unlefs the Spani/h Regifter Ship taken by Way 
of Reprifal, by his Majefty’s Ship the Deal Caftle Man 
of War, fhould be reflored within that Time ; but that 
upon remonftrating, that it was impoffible to have an 
Anfwer from Great Britain in that Time, they had been 
indulged with four Months ; the Company upon this 
Advice, prefented a Memorial to the Dukeof Newcaftle, 
one.of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State ; res 
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prefenting the Danger they were in of having their 
Effeéts in the Spanifh Weft-Indies feized, in Cafe the faid 
Ship fhould not be reftored. 

On the 27th of Oftoder, the faid Court of DireStors 
¢éame to a Refolution to fufpend their Trade in the 
Whale-Fifhery, on Account of the great Loffes they had 
fuftain’d by carrying it on ; for tho’ the Fifhery this lait 
Seafon had been the beft they had met with, yet it was 
far from a faving Account. And upon the 22d of No- 
wember, the faid Refolution was confirmed by a General 
Court then held; and it was refolved to fell their Ships 
and other Materials employ’d in that Trade at a publick 
Auftion, which was afterwards done according] y. 

In the Month of une, Propofals had been made by. 
ya for purchafing the South-Sea Company’s Right of 

ending an anrtual Ship to the Spani/h Weft-Indies. In 

further Purfuance of this Affair, Sir Thomas Fitzgerald, 
the King of Spain’s Agent here, hiaving received from 
his Court Inftruétions relating thereunto, he, upon the 
Sth of September, propofed to the Court of Direétors, 
by Authority from his Court, to give the Company Two 
per Gent. upon all the Returns of the Commerce of the 
Spanifh Flota and Galleons, duririg the Remainder of 
the Time to run of the Afiento Contraét ; and after- 
wards he fent a Lefter to the faid Court of Direftors, 
defiring an Anfwer to his former Propofal, and offering, 
that in Cafe it fhould be more acceptable to the Com- 
pany to havea fixed Sum allow’d out of every Voyage 
of Flota and Galleons, he would (according to his In- 
ftruStions) agree to treat with theth upon that Footing. 

This Affair came therefore of Courfe before the faid 
General Court held upon the 22d of November, and it 
was then objefted, that the Affiento Contraét for fupply- 
ing the Spaniards with Negrocs, was attended with very 
pore Lofs to the Company 3; to compenfate which, the 

iberty of fending an annual Ship was granted as an 
Equivalent ; and that therefore, if the one was given 
up, the other ought alfo to be furrender’d, which had 
not been taken Notice of in the Propofal made to the 
Company ; whereupon Sir Thomas Fitzgerald, being 
prefent, inform’d them, that if they infifled on it, he 
‘would be ready in 24 Hours to treat with them on that 
Subject. But Sir John Eyles having fignify’d to the 
Court, that.as the Right of fending an annual Ship was 
procured by the Crown, it was a National Affair, and 
therefore he apprehended oy the Company = no 
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Power to difpofe of it, and the Court feeming to be of 
his Opinion, the Conlideration of that Affair was fut- 
pended. ; 

This Affair came again before a General Court of the 
faid Company, held upon the 19th of anuary, when 
the Attorney General’s Opinion, which had. been taken 
as tothis Affair, was laid before them ; but as the Gene- 
ra} Court demed it to be an Affair of the greateft Impor- 
tance, they thought it required the moft ferious and full 
Confideration, and therefore it was further deferred to 
the next Gencral Gourt. 

At this General Court they refolved to addrefs his 
Majefty, humbly praying him to continue their Gover- 
nor, the Eleétion for that Purpofe being foon to come on. 
They likewife refolved that the Dividend for the half 
Year ended at Chriftmas \aft, fhould be Two per Cent. the 
Warrants to be payable the 13th Inftant. And then Sit 
John Fyles, ina very handfume Speech acquainted them, 
that he was not any more to fland as a Candidate for 
being their Sub-Governor, and therefore recommended 


to them to think of a proper Perfon for that Station 
againft next Eleétion. 





A very remarkable Affair has been flirred lately, 
which, tho’ it had no apageps it is neceflary to 


take fume Notice of it in our Regifler. Moft People 
know that the Diffenters are excluded from Offices in 
the Government, by a Law (call’d the Teft A&) which 
obliges every Perfon in any Office, Civil or Military, 
to receive the Sacrament at certain appointed Times, 
according to the Ufage of the Church of England. This 
Law was indeed originally levelled againft the Papifts, 
to whom it gave a great Blow in the Reign of King 
Charles II. and was not then complained of by. the 
Diffenters, but indeed promoted (very much to their 
Honour, who facrificed in that Cafe their private Views 
to the publick Good) by that whole Body; for being 
at that Time denied that Indulgence which they now 
enjoy, they feemed todefire no more than to have Li- 
berty of Confcience, and of Worfhip after their own 
Manner ; But the Revolution having laid Popery under 
Foot, and bringing on the Toleration, the Diffenters 
had not long been familiar with the Eafe of that In- 
dulgence, before (by a natural Difpofition in Mankind) 
they began to extend their Views: They foon found 
that the Teft A& ftood in their Way to Potts of Honour 
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and Profit; and they came by Degrees to fee no Reafon 
why one Subjeét fhould be diflinguifhed from another, 
or why an Opinion in Religion thould hinder a Man 
from ferving his Country. Accordingly they made, du- 
ring the Reign of King William and Queen Anne, fome 
little Attempts towards getting this A@& repealed, but 
without Succefs. For befides, that they were oppofed 
by that whole Party, which was called the Tories, ma- 
ny of the Whigs, who were hearty Friends to the To/e- 
ration, were not convinced by the Reafons the Diffen- 
ters gave, that it would be proper to relieve them from 
this Incapacity. Some agreed that if the Publick Bu- 
finefs was well done, it was no Matter what Scruplcs 
in Religion the Doer of it wis poffeffed with ; bie 
they were not fatisiy’d that this great Forwardnefs of 
the Diffenters to ferve their Country, arofe from fuch 
pure and difinterefted Motives as they feemed to infi- 
nuate 3; and were apt to think, that in offering their 
Service fo zealoufly, they might poflibly have fome 
Regard to the Authority and Revenue that waits upon 
eminent Pofts, and not altogether to the Benefits that 
were to flow down upon the Publick, from their Atten- 
dance on them. Others remember’d the Example of the 
Presbyterians of Scotland, who, fince the Eftablifhment 
of that Hierarchy, had with the utmoft Fury oppoftd, 
not only an Equality of the Epifcopal Perfuafion with 
themfelves, but even that Indulgence, which by the 
amiable and chriftian Moderation of the Church of Eng- 
land, their Brethren enjoy’d in that Kingdom. And ir 
was no Encouragement to give Power into their Hands, 
to fee that where they were fully poffeffed of it, they 
ufed it fo ill. Thefe and other Arguments wrought fo 
upon them, that tho’ they were Friends to the Diffen- 
ters, they thought proper to defer the Repeal of thefe 
exclufive Laws, “till fome new Turn of Affairs might 
render fuch a Proceeding more advifeable. This was 
the Cafe during thofe two Reigns. But the mutual Jea- 
loufy between the Diffenters and the Church of Eng- 
land, being now in Appearance fubfided, and the Prin- 
ciples of People of all Sorts, leaning very much to the 
Side of Liberty, and the Diffenters having befides in an 
eminent Manner approved their Loyalty and Affection 
to the prefent Royal Family, it feemed.a very proper 
Juné&ture to make another Attempt of this Kind. For 
they fuppofed that the Royal Family and Miniftry could 
pet but favour the Interefls of a Body fo faithful and 
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conftant to them; and the Moderation of thofe of the 
Church of England, being more eminent and univerfal 
than ever, it was. coneluded they could have no Oppo, 
fers but thofe few Churchmen, who fill retain the 
high Notions which were much more in vogue 50 Years 
ago, than they are now, and who make an inconfidera- 
bie Figure. Neverthelefs, this promifing Appearance 
of Succefs unexpeftedly failed ; but the Caufes from 
whence this Difappointment arofe being only conje&tu- 
ral, we fhall content ourfelves with giving an Account 
of the Matter of Fuét. 

In the Months of November and December laft, the 
Diffenters in and about this City; and alfo in feveral o- 
t'acr Parts of the Kingdom, had feveral Meetings about 
applying to the Seflion of Parliament for the Repeal of 
the Corporation and Teft Aéts. At firft they apppointed 
a Committee to confider whether it was a proper Time 
for making fuch Application? And that Committee hav- 
ing confulted and fully confidered the Affair, a great 
Meeting of the moft eminent Diffenters in and about 
London was held on Wednefday the 29th of November laft s 
at which Meeting the faid Committce chofen to confi- 
der when and in what Manner to apply for the Repeal- 
ing or Explaining of Part of the Corporation and Sacra- 
yiental Teft A&, reported, as their Opinion, ‘ That if 
* jit was attempted at prefent, it was not likely to be at- 
* tended with Succefs. > Mr. Holden acquainted the 
Meeting, that that Report was almott unanimoufly con, 
curred to by the Committee. It was afterwards under- 
ftood to have bcen concurred to by all but Lord Bar. 
vington and Mr. Bradley, of thofe that were prefent 5 
and by two Gentlemen who were abfent. It was then 
moved to agree with the Committee: A long Debate 
enfued, in which fome of the Committee, who concur- 
yed in this Report, declared, * That though they could 
* not have faid that this was an improper Time to apply 

for this Repeal, yet that they had agreed to this Re+ 
port as it now flood, only becaufe they feared they 
fhould not be fo unanimous in attempting this Repeal 
as it was to be wilhed, and that without fuch an Una- 
nimity, they thought the Attempt was not likely ta 
€ meet with Succefs’ The Queftion moved being at laft 
put, there feemed to be a Majority of five to one againft 
the Report. The Report being difagreed to, the Lord 
Barrington immediately moved for recommitting it, 
which wag carried withoyt Debate, and with very few 
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againft it: Lord Barrington then moved, that whereas 
the Committee had but very few in it of one of the 
three Denominations of the Diffenters, and not one of 
the other, in order to preferve a greater Equality, and 
give the greater Weight to any future Report, fome of 
each of thofe Denominations fhould be added to the 
Committee: Several of the Committee defired to be exe 
cufed from any farther Service, fo that there was not @ 
Quorum \eft; and foon after all the reft were underflood 
to have excufed themfelves, except the Lord Barrington. 
One of thofe that had excufed themfelves, moved, that 
anew Committee fhould be named, The Reafons urged 
for excufing themfelves were different; fome declared 
for their Reafon, becaufe the Report was not agreed tos 
others, Want of Health or Leifure: On the whole, the 
Queftion for adding fome to the Committee could not be 
put, becaufe there was not a Committee fubfifiing, 
Lord Barrington earneftly defired the whole Committee 
to continue in the Service; and when the Gentlemen 
who had defired to be excufed did not agree to it, 
about 18 Perfons were named: for a new Committee, and 
more were naming; and among them Mr. Holden, Mr. 
Bance, Dr. Avery, Mr. Bradley, and, a few others of 
the former Committee, who were defired and urged by 
feveral in the Meeting to take their Places in the 
new Committee: Mr. Bance then faid, he would ferve, 
whether others of the old Committee did or no; but 
that he hoped fome Temper might be reftored, and 
that he believed the Gentlemen that had excufed 
themfelves in fome Warmth, would ferve again ; provi- 
ded but two or three new ones were added to them; and 
others of the former Committee immediately declared 
they would; fo that four more being put up, were 
unanimoufly agreed to ; and Lord Barrington then moved 
that to avoid the Inconveniencies that attend fuch nue 
merous Meetings, and fo conftituted as thefe two laft 
had been, it fhould be given as an Inftruction to the 
Committee to report their Opinion to two Perfons 
deputed by every Congregation within the Bills of Mor- 
tality, which upon a Motion of extending it to ten 
Miles round London, was unanimoufly agreed it, and as 
far as could be judged, approved of by every one in 
the Meeting. 

At this Meeting Mr. Holden was in the Chair, and 
when he delivered the Opinion of the Committee, he 
was pleafed to expre{s himfelf in the following Manner. 

i Gentlemen, 











or: The Hiftorical Regifter _ N°LXIX 





Gentlemen, 
HIS was the almoft unanimous Opinion of your 
ry Committee, taken after mature Deliberation, and 
with a Concern equal to the Importance of the Matters 
referred to them 3; as they relate either to the Peace of 
the Kingdom, the Rights of Engli/hmen in general, 
or the Proteftant Diffenters in particular. And, the 
better to form their Judgments, they have not been 
‘wanting to take in the Affiftance of fuch as are undoubted 
Friends to the Religious and Civil Rights of their 
Country, and confequently to you; who, for a long 
Courfe of Years, have, at all Times, and in all Circum- 
ftances, not barely promoted, but alfo fuffered for thefe 
valuable Bleffings, which, through a kind Providence 
and an indulgent Prince (whofe Glory it is to be the 
Father of his People) you do at prefent enjoy ; and who 
cannot be doubted to have it in his Inclinations, when- 
ever the Circumftances of Affairs will admit, to pro- 
cure for all his Subje&ts in the moft extenfive Manner. 
Your known Attachment to his Roval Perfon and 
Family, your perfevering Zeal for the Liberties of your 
Country, your prudent and peaceable Behaviour, will, 
it is to be hoped, pave the Way and conciliate the 
Minds of all fuch who have any real Concern for true 
Religion and the Welfare of their Country, to promote 
what is in itfelf fo defirable; and can be oppofed by 
none, but fuch as are unhappily under the Power of 
Bigottry, or the Byafs of Interett. 
Gentlemen, 

In the prefent Situation of Affairs, I can think of no- 
thing fo proper to propofe to you, as your own Exam- 
ple ; who have (it is well known) on divers Occafions, 
poftponed prefent Advantages for a Publick Good, when 
Opportunity feemed to invite the laying hold of them. 
It muft be owned, the Returns have not been fuch as 
might reafonably have been expeéted ; yet this, though 
no Argument to you, will, it is to be hoped, be fucha 
Recommendation of you to thofe in Deference to whom 
it is for the prefent laid afide, as to draw very favoura- 
ble Confequences after it. 

Gentlemen, 

It is your Unanimity only, that can render you either 
ufeful to your Conntry, or confiderabie to yourfelves ; 
all Difcord and Divifion muft weaken your Influence, 
jeffen your Efteem, and, in a Word, render vou con- 
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temptible ; which you will therefore carefully avoid, 
as the moft fatal Rock you can fplit on. 

And this new Committee having further confider’d 
this Affair, and confulted with fome of their Friends, 
upon whofe Approbation the Succefs of their Applica. 
tion very much depended, they came at laft to be of the 
fame Opinion with the former Committee, which be- 
ing reported at a General Meeting of the Deputies from 
the feveral Diffenting Congregations on the 29th of 
December, they agreed therewith, and thereupon the 
Affair was dropp’d. 








FINIS. 





